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Harrisburg,  Pa.,  January  5,  1922. 

To  His  Excellency,  William  C.  Sproul,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir:  As  directed  by  Act  of  Assembly,  we  the  undersigned  Members 
of  the  Board  of  Game  Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania submit  to  you  a report  covering  the  work  of  our  Board 
during  the  past  year,  and  for  your  information  we  attach  the  report 
of  our  Secretary  covering  in  detail  various  phases  of  the  work. 

From  information  gathered  from  many  sources,  as  well  as  from 
personal  observation,  we  are  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  work 
of  the  Commission  is  in  better  condition  today  than  at  any  time 
previously,  and  that  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  in  genera! 
are  each  year  taking  a more  concerted  interest  in  game  and  wild 
bird  protection.  The  general  movement  throughout  the  Country  to 
encourage  outdoor  recreation  “is  partly  responsible  for  this  increased 
interest  in  our  outdoors,  with  a corresponding  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  persons  in  our  State  who  enjoy  hunting. 

1921  LEGISLATIVE  ENACTMENTS. 

The  nine  (9)  acts  signed  by  your  Excellency  during  the  past 
session  of  the  Legislature  as  summarized  in  our  Secretary’s  report 
seem  to  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  sportsmen  generally.  We  are 
especially  pleased  to  note  that  practically  all  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  our  Board  last  year  were  so  favorably  acted  upon  by  the 
Legislature,  and  that  the  same  also  met  with  your  approval. 
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The  most  important  of  these  changes  is  the  uniform  season  for 
all  small  game,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  next  Legislature,  if  any 
change  is  made  in  that  X->art  of  the  law,  will  see  fit  to  include  the 
few  exceptions  to  a synchronous  season  for  all  small  upland  game. 

While  the  new  law  x^rotecting  deer  until  they  have  antlei^s  at 
least  four  inches  from  the  top  of  the  skull  has  secured  hettei-  re 
suits  than  anticipated,  largely  because  of  the  sx^lendid  degree  of 
sportsmanship  evidenced  everywhere  during  the  season  just  closed, 
it  seems  to  be  the  consensus  of  ox^inion  among  sportsmen  that  all 
deer  should  be  protected  until  they  i-each  at  least  two  and  one-half 
years  of  age,  or  until  they  have  two  or  more  prongs  to  one  side  of 
their  antlers.  If  this  feature  of  our  law  again  comes  up  for  con- 
sideration it  is  hoped  the  change  suggested  will  be  made,  thereby 
securing  better  breeding  animals  and  more  desirable  trophies. 

The  authority  vested  in  our  Board  by  the  last  Legislaturf.  to  re- 
voke hunting  licenses  is  securing  good  results,  and,  by  judicious 
administration  of  this  feature  of  the  law,  it  is  hoped  to  bring  about 
materially  iinx^roved  conditions  in  sections  of  the  State  where  here- 
tofore proper  respect  for  our  laws  was  almost  imx)Ossible  to  obtain. 

The  new  laws  controlling  shooting,  although  quite  drastic,,  are  un- 
doubtely  well  worth  while,  and  conservative  sportsmen  everywhere 
are  commending  your  action  in  approving  these  two  bills,.  Through 
these  two  acts  the  lives  of  our  people  are  safeguarded  while  hunting 
to  an  extent  not  heretofore  obtainable. 

There  “seems  to  be  strong  sentiment  among  the  sportsmen  of  the 
State  for  codification  of  our  present  laws  protecting  game  and  wild 
birds  in  order  to  reduce  materially  the  bulk,  as  well  as  to  clarify 
the  application  of  the  varioiis  acts  on  the  subject,  and  we  have  di- 
rected our  Secretary  to  have  prepared  by  the  Legislative  Eeference 
Bureau  a complete  draft  of  a code  which  will  embrace  all  the  pres- 
ent laws  with  practically  no  alterations  whatever,  so  that  if  the 
next  Legislature  desires  to  give  consideration  to  such  codification 
the  same  will  be  ready  to  submit  to  that  body. 

Our.  people  generally  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  laws, 
with  the  few  exceptions  above  named,  should  be  left  undisturbed 
for  a sufficient  length  of  time  to  ascertain  definitely  their  value  or 
undesirability. 

GAME  CONDITIONS. 

From  reports  reaching  us  from  many  directions,  as  well  as  from 
].e.rsonal  observation  while  inspecting  various  sections  of  the  State, 
we  are  satisfied  game  conditions  show  continued  improvement. 
Weather  conditions  during  the  season  for  small  game  were  unfavor- 
able, and  the  kill  of  game  was  not  so  large  as  would  have  been  pos- 
sible with  better  weather  conditions.  Due  to  such  unfavorable 
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-weather  conditions  we  have  a larger  supply  of  game  of  all  sorts  left 
over  for  breeding  stock  than  we  have  had  for  some  time  past.  How- 
ever, to  insure  a future  supidy,  we  urge  that  sportsmen  continue  kill- 
ing ruffed  grouse  sparingly.  Gienerally  speaking,  the  sportsmen  over 
the  state  seem  to  be  of  one  accord  that  the  season  of  1921  was  a 
successful  one,  and  while  they  were  not  successful  in  killing  large 
quantities  of  game,  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  tlie  great  majority 
of  our  people  are  becoming  more  and  more  interested  in  maintain- 
ing a sufficient  game  supply  to  serve  as  an  incentive  to  take  them 
into  the  open  for  a few  days  of  recreation  rather  than  to  secure  a 
food  supply  through  large  kills.  By  reference  to  the  addendum  of 
the  Secretary’s  report  you  will  find  a tabulated  statement  giving 
fairly  accurate  figures  on  the  game  of  various  kinds  killed  during 
the  past  season. 

The  large  game  season  was  the  most  successful  Pennsylvania  has 
ever  experienced,  and  for  your  information  we  give  below  compara- 
tive data  on  the  kill  of  bears  and  deer  that  proves  conclusively  the 
above  assertion: 


1907 

1915 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

. . 200 

188** 

387 

472 

420 

510 

. . 200* 

1287 

1754 

2939 

3300 

4840 

During  all  of  the  above  period  the  laws  protecting  large  game 
were  constantly  being  improved  and  made  more  restrictive.  By 
reference  to  the  addendum  above  mentioned,  you  will  note  that  the 
kill  of  “spike”  bucks  (only  one  and  one-half  years  old — antlers  with- 
out prongs)  was  comparatively  limited.  This  is  the  first  season  we 
have  gathered  data  to  show  the  antler  growth  on  the  deer  killed  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  Ave  are  pleased  to  observe  that  the  sportsmen  them- 
selves are  rapidly  reaching  the  point  AA'here  they  will  not  permit  the 
killing  of  immature  deer  even  though  the  law  does  not  prohibit  the 
killing  of  small  bucks.  According  to  data  collected,  the  “spike”^ 
bucks  killed  this  past  season  numbered  (>99 ; bucks  with  two  points 
to  one  antler,  796 ; bucks  with  three  points  to  one  antler,  1248 ; and 
bucks  with  four  points  to  one  antler  and  larger,  2157 ; with  an  aver- 
age weight  of  about  130  pounds,  hog  dressed.  i 

During  the  1920  season  Ave  had  reports  of  198  does  and  66  baby 
bucks  with  antlers  less  than  two  inches  long  being  killed.  During 
the  season  just  closed,  with  approximately  100,000  men  (20,000 
more  than  last  year)  hunting  large  game,  and  an  increase  of  about  45 
per  cent,  in  the  kill  of  legal  bucks,  the  reports  indicate  that  213  does 
and  68  bucks  with  horns  less  than  four  inches  long  were  killed  this 


*Male  deer  of  all  ajres — the  first  year  for  the  killing:  of  bucks  only  in  Pennsylvania. 

♦♦First  season  trapping  was  prohibited  and  number  limited  to  one  to  each  person. 


season.  In  most  sections  of  the  State  the  killing  of  illegal  deer  was 
reduced  by  more  than  50  per  cent.,  but  with  the  opening  of  new  deei 
territory,  a larger  number  of  hunters,  etc.,  the  number  of  illegally 
killed  deer  totals  approximately  the  same  as  during  the  season  oi 
1920,  although  we  are  reasonably  confident  that  the  records  on  il- 
legally killed  deer  for  the  1921  season  cover  more  nearly  the  actual 
number  so  killed  than  ever  before.  This  in  our  opinion  speaks  well 
for  the  sportsmen  of  Pennsylvania,  and  we  anticipate  that  next  sea 
son  the  kill  of  illegal  deer  will  be  materially  reduced  in  number,  as 
well  as  the  ratio  to  the  legal  kill,  in  all  sections  of  the  State.  Whilt 
new  laws  increasing  the  length  of  the  antlers,  revoking  licenses  ol 
persons  violating  the  law,  and  the  greater  interest  taken  by  oui 
people,  have  undoubtedly  been  responsible  to  a large  degree  for  th( 
improvement  noted,  yet  the  work  of  the  field  force  has  also  been  oJ 
very  decided  assistance  to  this  end. 

HUNTING  LICENSES. 

Latest  available  figures  indicate  that  462,371  resident  hunters 
licenses  and  1,761  non-resident  hunters’  licenses  were  issued  during 
the  season  just  closed,  or  more  than  one  out  of  every  twenty  of  oui 
residents  secured  licenses  to  hunt.  This  is  an  increase  of  30,00C 
over  last  season,  and  an  increase  of  slightly  more  than  60,000  ovei 
the  1919  season.  Industrial  conditions  apparently  are  partly  re 
sponsible,  as  a large  number  of  persons  spent  otherwise  idle  time 
hunting  for  game  of  various  kinds  this  season.  Indications  are 
that  with  normal  conditions  next  season  the  number  of  licenses  is 
sued  will  again  show  quite  an  increase. 

HUNTING  ACCIDENTS. 

During  the  season  just  closed  29  men  were  killed  and  130  were 
wounded  while  hunting,  in  comparison  with  43  killed  and  85  wound 
ed  in  1920,  and  35  killed  and  120  wounded  in  1919.  Almost  two 
thirds  of  these  fatalities  were  the  result  of  carelessness  with  fire 
arms  on  the  part  of  those  killed,  and  unfortunately  it  seems  to  be 
almost  impossible  to  reduce  materially  fatalities  from  this  cause 
In  a limited  number  of  instances  fatalities  occurred  tlirough  care 
lessness  on  the  part  of  fellow-hunters.  The  new  law  imposing  heavj 
penalties  upon  persons  shooting  others  in  mistake  for  wild  creatures 
has  no  doubt  helped  decidedly  to  reduce  the  number  of  fatalities 
and,  according  to  the  best  information  we  have  been  able  to  gather 
no  one  was  killed  in  Pennsylvania  in  mistake  for  a deer  this 
year,  while  during  1919  and  1920  one  person  was  killed  each  seasor 
in  mistake  for  deer.  One  man,  Mr.  John  Ditzler,  of  Lycoming 
County,  was  shot  in  mistake  for  a bear  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Arnold,  th( 
shooting  proving  fatal  within  a short  time.  This  case  is  now  being 
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prosecuted  by  the  County  authorities.  We  have  record  of  a few 
cases  in  which  persons  were  shot  in  mistake  for  wild  creatures  of 
various  sorts.  In  every  instance  where  sportsmen  were  shot  in  mis- 
take for  wild  creatures,  prosecutions*  have  been  brought  by  county 
authorities.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  buck  law  of  Pennsyl- 
vania has  had  twofold  effect;  first,  a rapid  increase  in  the  deer; 
second,  a saving  of  human  life.  In  other  States,  without  laws  pro- 
tecting does  and  baby  bucks,  and  drastic  laws  applying  to  persons 
shooting  others  in  mistake  for  wild  creatures,  a number  of  sportsmen 
are  each  year  killed  in  mistake  for  deer. 

It  has  been  suggested,  and  we  believe  it  would  prove  benefical, 
that  boys  under  17  years  of  age  should  be  prohibited  from  using 
firearms  to  hunt  for  wild  creatures  of  any  sort  unless  accompanied 
by  a responsible  adult.  A number  of  the  accidents  during  the  past 
season  occurred  through  groups  of  boys  using  firearms  without  the 
supervision  of  responsible  adults. 

GAME  REFUGES. 

At  this  time  we  have  thirty  game  refuges  established,  and  two 
additional  tracts  on  which  purchase  is  about  completed  for  estab- 
lishing refuges.  Of  these  thirty-two  tracts,  twenty  are  located  on 
State  Forest  lands,  five  on  leased  lands,  and  the  balance  on  lands 
purchased  by  the  Board  for  this  purpose.  For  detailed  information 
relative  to  the  status  of  lands  purchased,  we  respectfully  refer  you 
to  our  Secretary’s  report  on  that  subject. 

We  now  have  eight  auxiliary  game  refuges  which  are  meeting 
with  the  approval  of  the  sportsmen,  and  which  are  being  operated 
with  a limited  expenditure  from  our  funds. 

GAME  FOR  STOCKING  PURPOSES. 

During  the  past  year  we  secured  for  stocking  purposes  quite  a 
large  number  of  desirable  birds  and  animals,  and  expended  for  this 
purpose  during  the  lf)21  fiscal  year  .1?(12,;U7.27.  exclusive  of  express- 
age,  feeding  till  liberation,  etc.,  in  comparison  with  f56, 250.91  dur- 
ing 1920,  and  |28,115.60  during  1919  for  this  purpose.  During  the 
1922  fiscal  year  Ave  hope  again  to  secure  a large  number  of  cotton 
tailed  rabbits  and  Mexican  bob-white  quail,  with  such  number  of 
deer,  ring-neck  pheasants,  etc.,  as  may  be  available. 

BOUNTIES. 

The  growing  popularity  of  the  bounty  system  of  Pennsylvania, 
especially  Avlien  passing  through  serious  industrial  depressions,  has 
resulted  in  an  increase  in  the  niimber  of  animals  presented  for 
bounties  during  The  past  year,  requiring  a total  of  .fl28.269.50  of 
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the  limiters'  license  revenue  for  this  phase  of  onr  work  alone.  I’y 
reference  to  the  Secretary’s  report  you  will  note  that  since  the  oper- 
ation of  the  present  bounty  system,  beginning  with  April  15,  1915, 
we  have  paid  bounties  on  morh  than  2,600  wild  cats,  almost  45,000 
foxes  and  more  than  260,000  weasels,  requiring  a total  of  more  than 
$500,000  to  pay  the  bounties,  not  including  the  cost  of  administra- 
tion. In  addition,  our  field  officers  during  the  year  destroyed  a 
large  number  of  predatory  birds  and  animals  of  various  kinds,  in 
eluding  50  wild  cats,  143  foxes,  63  minks,  259  weasels,  more  than 
3,500  crows,  almost  1,500  stray  domestic  cats,  and  a large  number 
of  stray,  homeless  dogs.  We  believe  the  sportsmen  in  addition 
killed  large  numbers  of  destructive  birds  nnd  aninial^s  of  various 
kinds  during  the  year,  total  figures  for  which,  however,  are  not  yet 
available.  Sportsmen  who  reported  on  the  game  killed  during  the 
1920  season  (reports  were  received  from  only  eight  per  cent,  of  the 
number  of  licensees)  reported  killing  a surprisingly  large  number 
of  predatory  birds  and  animals,  the  most  notable  of  which  is  more 
than  6,500  weasels,  more  than  5,000  stray  homeless  cats.,  and  other 
species  in  proportion.  A complete  tabulated  statement  of  the  birds 
and  animals  reported  killed  by  the  sportsmen  who  made  reports 
for  1920  will  be  found  in  our  Secretary’s  report. 

STATUS  OF  FUNDS. 

By  reference  to  our  Secretary’s  financial  statement  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  report,  you  will  note  that  during  the  year  the  total 
deposits  from  penalties,  proj)agating  licenses,  etc.,  exclusive  of  hun- 
ter’s license  fees  in  both  funds,  amounted  to  $69,963.25  as  compared 
with  $55,278.62  during  1920,  and  $29,014.06  deposited  during  1919. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  fully  75  per  cent,  of  the  time  of  our  field 
force  is  spent  in  educational  and  preventative  work,  the  amount  so 
collected  is  surprising,  especially  since  in  the  great  majority  of 
prosecutions  the  maximum  penalty  that  might  be  imposed  is  not 
collected.  Instead,  it  has  been  our  ])olicy  from  the  beginning  to 
impose  only  a sufficient  amount  of  penalty  to  have  the  defendant 
understand  that  the  law  means  what  it  says. 

The  deposits  during  the  year  from  hunters'  license  fees  totals 
$438,591.50.  This  amount,  together  with  the  amount  collected  in 
penalties  and  other  fees  as  above  stated,  aggregates  a total  of 
$508,554.75  deposited  to  our  credit  in  the  State  Treasury  during 
the  year.  The  disbursements  for  the  general  activities  of  the  Depart- 
ment (including  the  purchase  of  lands,  surveys,  titles,  etc.,  from 
funds  previously  accumulated  approximating  a cost  of  almost 
$110,000.00)  aggregates  $527,588.40,  and  for  the  payment  of  bounties 
and  administration  in  connection  therewith  $137,763.51,  or  total  dis- 
bursements during  the  year  of  .$665,351.91. 
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During  the  1922  fiscal  year  the  purchase  of  lands  previously  con 
tracted  for  will  retpiire  in  the  neighborhood  of  |19, 000.00,  and  while 
the  past  year  was  an  unusual  one  on  account  of  the  industrial  de- 
pression necessiiating  greater  vigilance  and  larger  expenditures  for 
field  work,  our  activities  during  the  coming  year  Avill  be  so  re- 
stricted as  to  keep  within  the.  funds  available.  While  the  balance 
in  the  Treasury  on  November  30th  in  the  two  funds  to  our  credit  was 
•i?302, 434.68,  because  of  the  later  open  season  revenue  deposited 
during  December  and  January  from  hunters’  licenses  issued  during 
the  season,  and  deposits  from  penalties  and  fees  collected  during  the 
year,  will  make  available  to  our  use  a sum  in  excess  of  |500,000. 
without  iising  any  revenue  derived  from  1922  licenses. 

FIELD  FOIirES 

The  field  force  of  this  Department  has  during  the  past  year  co- 
operated with  field  forces  of  various  other  Departments  in  every 
way  possible,  and  in  return  we  have  received  more  earnest  co-opera- 
tion from  other  Departments,  such  as  the  Department  of  Forestry, 
Department  of  Fisheries,  State  Police  and  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. that  has  been  proven  mutually  advantageous. 

The  j)ersonnel  of  our  field  organization  is  in  better  condition  to- 
day than  at  any  time  in  the  past.  The  work  is  so  co-ordinated  that 
results  as  nearly  uniform  as  possible  are  being  obtained  in  all  sec- 
tions, and  the  co  operation  received  from  all  directions  is  indeed 
gratifying. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  B.  PENROSE,  President. 

JNO.  M.  PHILLIPS,  Vice  President. 

,W.  B.  McCALEB. 

H.  J.  DONALDSON. 

.1.  S.  SPEER. 

WILLIAM  S.  ELLIS. 

Attest: 

SETH  E.  GORDON, 

Secretary. 
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Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  1,  1921. 


To  The  Member,s  of  the  Board  of  Game  Oommissiouers, 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: — I beg  to  submit  the  following  Annual  Report 
covering  the  work  of  the  Department  during  the  past  fiscal  year, 
and  in  order  that  imi)orlant  material  may  be  made  available  for  the 
use  of  the  sportsmen  of  the  Commonwealth,  some  of  the  data  given 
to  you  in  the  mid-summer  report  is  herein  incorporated. 

1 am  very  much  pleased  to  report  that  the  sportsmen  of  the 
(.'ujnmonwealth,  and  in  fact  thousands  of  our  citizens  who  are  not 
at  all  interested  in  hunting,  have  taken  a far  greater  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  Commission  during  the  past  year  than  ever  before. 
Tiirough  the  s,plendid  co-operation  of  the  public  press  we  have  been 
able  to  disseminate  a vast  amount  of  useful  information  on  changes^ 
in  the  game  laws,  the  necessity  for  prompt  action  on  the  part  oi 
our  people  in  various  matters,  such  as  feeding  game,  destroying 
vermin,  j)rotecting  song  and  insectivorous  birds,  etc.,  and  tins' 
educational  propaganda  supplementing  the  work  of  our  field  force 
is  largely  responsible  for  the  greatlj^  improved  conditions  and  ad 
ditional  interest  taken  by  our  people.  While  we  were  seriousl.t 
handicapped  in  the  dissemination  of  information  on  game  lau 
changes  because  of  the  printers’  strike,  the  public  press  came  to  om 
rescue  and  devoted  more  space  to  our  work  than  any  time  previously 
with  the  result  that  Pennsylvanians  were  generally  well  informed  anc 
governed  themselves  accordingly. 

Through  the  co^ordination  of  our  field  force,  the  co-operation  oJ 
police  officers  of  other  Departments,  and  above  all  the  iucreasec 
i merest  taken  by  the  sportsmen  themselves,  the  laws  protecting 
game  and  wild  birds  were  better  observed  in  Pennsylvania  this  yeai 
than  ever  before.  In  meeting  with  sportsmen  from  all  }»arts  of  tin 
State  one  of  the  comments  universally  heard  is  that  our  laws  hav( 
jtever  been  so  well  obeyed  as  this  season. 

NEW  LEGISLATION 

As  usual,  the  number  of  bills  introduced  in  the  last  Legislating 
affecting  sportsmen  was  quite  large.  A total  of  twenty-four  (24- 
bills  applying  to  some  pliase  of  hunting  were  introduced  in  tin 
House  and  three  (3)  in  the  Senate.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  recoin 
mendations  sent  to  the  Members  of  the  Legislature  and  Sportsmen’s 
Organizations  by  the  Game  Commission  early  in  January,  the  num 
her  of  bills  introduced  would  have  been  very  much  larger.  OnL 
nine  (9)  of  the  House  Bills  passed  finally  and  were  approved  In 
file  Governor. 
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As  a matter  of  record  and  information  to  those  who  have  not 
previously  received  same,  below  is  given  a resume  of  the  laws  af- 
I'C' ting  sportsmen  passed  by  the  1921  Legislature.  By  comparing 

l.he  list  of  new  laws  with  the  recommendations  of  the  sportsmen 
endorsed  bt'  the  Game  Cominission  in  the  last  annual  report,  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  these  recoininendations  were  enacted  almost 
verbatim  as  approved  in  a compilation  sent  to*  the  sportsmen  of  the 
State  under  date  of  January  19th,  1921.  The  changes  made  by  the 
1.921  Legislature  are: 

1.  A uniform  season  for  all  small  game  during  the  month  of 
November  only,  except  woodcock  and  rabbits.  While  the  great  ma- 
jority of  spdrtsmen  desired  the  season  for  woodcock  and  rabbits 
included  with  other  small  game  for  the  month  of  November  only, 
tile  Legislature,  as  a compromise,  refrained  from  changing  the  season 
as  it  previously  applied  to  woodcock  and  rabbits.  The  season  on 
raccoons  was  changed  to  open  October  1st  instead  of  September  1st, 
and  close  January  31st  instead  of  December  31st. 

2.  Eeduced  the  bag  limit  on  rabbits  from  ten  to  five  per  day, 
and  left  the  season  limit  at  forty;  reduced  the  bag  limit  on  ruffed 
grouse  to  three  per  daj^  and  fifteen  for  the  season,  instead  of  four 
per  day  and  twenty-four  for  the  season  as  heretofore;  and  reduced 
the  bag  limit  ou  ring-neck  pheasants  to  three  per  day  and  six  for 
fhe  season,  instead  of  four  per  daj"  and  ten  tor  the  season  as 
previously. 

3.  Changed  the  law  on  deer  to  protect  all  male  deer  until  they 
have  antlers  at  least  four  inches  long  from  the  top  of  the  skull 
instead  of  “two  inches  above  the  hair”  as  previously. 

4.  Clarified  the  provisions  of  Section  21  of  the  general  game 
law  fixing  the  number  of  large  game  animals  for  camps  and  hunting 
parties,  made  proper  disposition  of  animals  killed  unintentionally 
in  excess  of  the  legal  limit  stipulated,  provided  for  the  tagging  of 
large  game  within  six  hours  after  killing,  and  itrovided  that  each 
hunting  party  or  camp  must  keep  a roster  to  show  the  name,  address 
and  license  numbers  of  all  persons  hunting  with  that  party. 

5.  Section  22  of  the  general  game  law  relative  to  the  killing  of 
game  when  destroying  crops  was,  re-written  to  include  all  provisions 
of  the  old  law  relative  to  killing  game  when  destroying  crops  and 
clarified  same  to  avoid  misundersTanding. 

().  Other  changes  in  the  general  game  law  include  some  stringent 
regulations  on  the  possession  of  ferrets  and  their  delivery  by  common 
carriers;  changing  the  propagating  license  law  to  permit  shipping 
game  propagated  under  license  to  other  States  under  certain  condi- 
tions ; extending  the  protection  on  elk  until  1923 ; requiring  the  use  of 
single  bullets  only  in  killing  bears  as  game  the  same  as  previously  ap- 
plied to  deer ; and  changing  the  law  on  dogs  chasing  game  during  the 
the  close  season  so  that  the  owners  may  be  prosecuted  without  first 
giving  a written  notice,  also  prohibiting  the  carrj'ing  of  certain 
firearms  while  training  dogs  during  the  close  season. 
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T.  The  Eesident  Hunter’s  License  Law  was  amended  to  provide 
for  the  wearing  of  the  tag  on  the  middle  of  the  back  instead  of  on 
the  arm  as  previously,  also  to  clarify  various  provisions  concerning 
the  carrying  of  the  license  and  displaying  the  tag  while  hunting, 
and  to  give  the  Game  Commission  the  power  to  revoke  licenses  for 
periods  of  one  to  five  years. 

8 A new  law  protecting  the  mink,  muskrat,  opossum,  otter, 
raccoon  and  skunk  as  fur-bearing  animals,  with  an  open  season  foi 
all  except  the  raccoon  from  November  1st  to  the  end  of  February 
and  placing  the  enforcement  of  same  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Game  Commission,  also  removing  the  mink  from  the  list  of  animals 
oji  which  bounty  is  paid. 

b.  lleducing  the  bounty  on  weasels  from  |2.00  to  |1.50. 

10.  Two  acts  for  the  protection  of  human  life,  one  controlliu£ 
tlie  shooting  of  bullets  in  game  territory  by  prohibiting  shooting 
at  unprotected  targets  and  live  trees,  the  other  imposing  heavj 
penalties  upon  persoiis  shooting  others  in  mistake  for  wild  creatures 

Atfith  a few  exceptions,  the  people  of  the  State  in  general  are  verj 
well  pleased  with  the  changes  in  the  laws  made  by  the  11)21  Legisla 
tore.  While  this  report  is  being  tvritten  renewed  complaints  ar( 
Iseing  received  against  extending  the  open  season  for  rabbits  into  tin 
large  game  season,  and  a number  of  complaints  were  received  on  th< 
opening  of  the  woodcock  season  prior  to  the  open  season  for  ruffec 
grouse,  although  such  latter  complaints  were  not  so  bitter  as  thoS( 
relative  to  the  .rabbit  season  extending  into  the  large  game  season 
These  are  questions  on  which  we  maj^  never  be  able  to  get  all  classei 
of  sportsmen  to  agree,  largely  because  of  our  varied  climatic  con 
ditions.  The  new  bag  limits  seem  to  meet  with  the  approval  o 
everybody,  and  but  few  objections  to  the  new  requirements  for  camp 
while  hunting  big  game  have  been  received. 

Contraiy  to  exceptions,  many  prominent  sportsmen  are  alread; 
favorably  commenting  upon  the  change  in  the  law  on  deer,  am 
indications  are  that  if  the  suggestion  of  the  Game  Commission  ti 
restrict  the  killing  of  deer  to  animals  of  two  or  more  points  to  on 
antler,  with  a proviso  that  a deer  with  horns  eight  or  more  incite 
long  without  points  should  be  considered  legal,  should  again  coin 
up  before  the  Legislature  there  will  be  no  doubt  about  the  larg 
majority  of  sportsmen  giving  tlieir  hearty  ajtproval  to  such  a prt 
vision.  Indications  are  that  even  under  the  present  law  but  tm 
“spike”  bucks  will  be  killed  during  the  present  season,  and  that  th 
number  of  does  and  baby  bucks  killed  will  be  materially  reduce( 
in  tnaiiy  sections.  Letters  have  lately  been  received  from  proniinen 
sportsmen  who  bitterly  opposed  the  change  recommended  by  th 
flame  Commission  now  giving  their  hearty  approval  to  a chang 
of  this  sort,  because  after  the  first  few  days  of  the  season  they  ca: 
readily  see  the  value  of  such  legislation.  While  a few  camps  durin 
the  1920  season  passed  resolutions  agreeing  among  themselves,  t 
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;-<!frain  from  killing  “spike”  bnck.s,  from  information  received  a large 
I'lajority  of  the  camps  in  our  deer  territory  will  refrain  from  killing 
“spike”  bucks  this  year,  because  they  realize  that  these  animals,  are 
needed  for  future  breeding  purposes,  also  that  if  left  go  until  next 
,V‘‘ar  much  better  trophies  will  be  the  result. 

The  changes  made  in  the  Kesident  Hunter’s  License  Law  are  meet- 
ing with  general  appiobatiou  among  the  sportsmen.  Through 
slight  changes  in  the  arrangement  of  the  license,  as  well  as  the  tag, 
and  the  co-operation  of  the  sportsmen  in  general,  indications  are 
that  but  comparatively  few  violations  of  this  law  occurred  this  year. 
The  officers  report  tliat  ne\er  before  have  they  seen  this  law  so  uni- 
versally obeyed.  The  most  importan'  change,  however,  in  the 
Ininicr’s  license  Jaw  is  that  provision  giving  the  Game  ('ommission 
the  poiver  to  revohe  licenses,  and  from  all  directions  comes,  the  in- 
formation that  men  v.dio  heretofore  were  disposed  to  disregard  tlse 
game  laws  were  particularly  solicitous  to  obey  strictly  the  present  law 
for  fear  that  any  infractions  might  mean  the  revocation  of  their 
hunting  license  for  periods  of  one  to  five  years.  In  a nund)er  of 
cases  license  have  already  been  taken  away  from  persons  who  in- 
.sisted  on  violating  the  law,  and  the  ])ublicity  given  in  these  instances 
luis  had  a very  wide-s,pread  moral  effect.  This  feature  of  the  license 
law  places  our  sportsmen  of  all  classes  on  an  equal  basis,  and  even 
better  results  may  be  expected  in  the  future  because  of  this  provision. 

The  two  acts  controlling  and  regulating  shooting,  and  especiallv 
the  act  imposing  penalties  upon  persons  shooting  others  in  mistake 
for  game,  have  so  far  proven  far  more  valuable  than  the  sponsors  had 
hoped  for.  While  the  Kepresentative  from  Huntingdon  County  had 
iu  roduced  a bill  in  the  1015  i^essioii  attempting  to  impose  penalties 
upon  persons  shooting  others  in  mistake  for  wild  creatures,  there 
seemed  to  be  but  little  sentiment  at  that  time  for  such  legislation, 
with  the  result  tlmt  ■'he  bill  did  not  even  get  out  of  tlie  Committee. 
From  reports  received  up  to  this  time,  the  sportsmen  of  the  State 
would  now  protest  most  bitterly  against  the  repeal  of  these  two 
laws.  Early  reports  indicate  that  shooting  in  large  game  territoiy 
Avill  be  reduced  by  at  least  seventy-five  per  cent.,  s,ome  claiming  ninety 
per  cent,  over  previous  years,  and  that  sportsmen  who  heretofor 
hesitated  to  participate  in  large  game  hunting  will  again  feel  free  to 
enjoy  their  favoiite  sport.  The  first  case  under  the  new  law  .im- 
]'osing  imnalties  upon  person.s  shooting  o hers  in  mistake  for  wild 
creatures  occurred  in  Lycoming  County  when  Mr.  George  W.  Sweeley 
of  that  county  shot  and  killed  Charles  W.  Carrol  in  mi.stake  for  a 
woodchuck.  ■ Mr.  Sweeley  was  prosecuted  by  the  County  authorities, 
con  vie  ed  and  a heavy  sentence  imposed.  .-V  limited  niuuber  of  ad- 
ditional cases  of  this  sort  may  develop  befoi-e  the  close  of  the  hunt- 
ing season,  but  the  benefit  of  this  act  will  become  Avide-spread  as  the 
result  of  such  prosecutions  becomes  more  generally  known. 
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The  consensus  of  opinion  among  the  sportsmen  seems  to  be  that 
the  present  laws,  with  the  few  exceptions  above  mentioned,  should 
be  left  undisturbed  for  several  years  so  as  to  give  plenty  of  tijne  lo 
fry  ont  their  value  or  undesirability. 

CODIFICATION  OF  GAME  LAWS 

!n  view  of  the  geneiml  trend  in  legislation  to  codify  laws  of  all 
sorts,  there  was  a very  decided  sentiment  in  the  Game  Committees  of 
The  House  and  Senate  of  the  last  Legislature  in  favor  of  codifying 
all  the  laws  on  our  books  relative  to  the  taking  of  game  in  order  that 
the  bulk  might  be  materially  reduced  and  the  laws  in  general  simp- 
lified thereby.  While  I dislike  to  even  attempt  such  codification  as 
it  will  mean  a great  deal  of  difficult,  painstaking  ivork  on  the  part 
of  this  office  and  the  Legislative  Reference  Bureau,  after  a careful 
survey  of  tlie  present  laws  it  is  evident  that  by  codifying  we  can  re- 
duce tlie  bulk  of  the  ])resent  laivs  by  at  least  thirty-five  (35)  pages  of 
the  1921  game  law  ])amphlet.  For  examyde,  each  act  now  has  a sepa- 
rate title,  usually  a separate  clause  defining  various  terms,  each  sec- 
tion a separate  recital  of  penalties,  a separate  clause  making  disposi- 
tion of  seized  property,  a separate  clause  giving  the  power  of  summary 
conviction  and  such  other  matters  as  may  be  necessary  to  provide  for 
]iroper  enforcement,  and  a separate  clause  covering  the  disposition 
of  penalties.  If  a code  should  be  prepared,  one  title  would  suffice  for 
all  acts  included  in  such  code,  and  the  disposition  of  property,  enforce- 
ment, and  penalties  would  each  take  just  one  clause  instead  of  ap- 
ya-aring  in  each  act  separately  as  at  this  time.  I would  recommend 
against  any  material  changes  in  the  apydication  of  the  present  laws 
at  this  time.  In  addition  to  the  above,  (here  are  several  acts  that  are 
practically  duplicates  of  each  other,  such  as  the  alien  gun  and  alien 
dog  law,  and  the  non-resident  hunter’s  license  law  and  the  resident 
ltunte]-’s  license  law.  In  other  instances  our  law  is  obsolete,  such  as 
tlie  provision  yTermitting  tlie  sale  of  wild  water  fowl,  which  is  pro- 
hibited by  the  Federal  law  and  will  undoubtedly  never  again  be 
legalized. 

FIELD  FORCE 

The  present  system  of  handling  our  field  force,  the  cooperation 
we  are  giving  other  Departments  and  the  assistance  we  are  in  turn 
re<-eiving  from  them,  continues  to  meet  with  the  hearty  approval 
and  supy)ort  of  the  sportsmen  of  the  Commonwealth.  Our  field  or- 
ganization, which  was  never  in  better  shape  than  todat^  is  so  co- 
ordinated that  uniform  results  are  being  obtained  throughout  the 
S'ate  and  the  sportsmen  are  assisting  our  officers  as  never  before. 
At  least  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  time  and  effort  of  our  field  of- 
ficers is  l>eing  devoted  to  educational  work  among  the  sportsmen, 
and  the  results  obtained  more  than  justify  our  effort  in  that  direction. 
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as  we  are  securing  such  universal  co-operation  and  support  from  the 
sportsmen  that  it  augurs  well  for  the  future  sportsmen  of  the  Key- 
stone State. 

While  the  field  officers  have  displayed  a far  greater  interest  and 
energetic  activity  in  their  work  than  ever  before,  because  of  the  un- 
usual industrial  depression  tlirough  which  we  have  been  passing 
during  the  past  year  the  demands  made'  on  our  field  organization 
were  greater  than  previously.  While  many  of  the  complaints  relative 
to  eolations  of  the  law  upon  investigation  developed  tliat  some  un- 
employed citizen  was  merely  trying  to  devote  some  idle  time  to 
destroying  vermin,  hunting  for  woodcliucks,  etc.,  and  that  the  game 
laws  were  not  being  violated  as  had  been  reported,  nevertheless  these 
additional  complaints  required  the  expenditure  of  larger  amounts 
for  traveling  expenses  than  anticipated. 

Because  of  the  foregoing  complaints,  as  well  as  tlie  veiw  decided 
increase  in  the  number  of  liunters,  the  demands  for  the  employment 
of  Special  Deputy  Game  Protectors  to  assist  in  controling  conditions 
were  unusually  heavy.  Even  though  the  Deputy  Pi’otectors  in  general 
have  assisted  in  a very  material  way  without  being  employed  under 
pay,  still  there  were  many  urgent  requests  from  all  sections  of  the 
State  for  the  employment  of  Special  Deputy  Game  Protectors  who 
had  proven  trustworthy  and  reliable  to  assist  the  regular  officers. 
The  result  is  that  a considei-ably  larger  ex|>euditure  of  funds  was 
necessary  for  this  purpose  than  anticipated.  From  reports  received 
to  date,  the  employment  of  such  sjiecial  help  was  entirely  justified 
in  the  great  majority  of  instances,  and  in  many  cases  through  such 
employment  conditions  were  corrected  and  penalties  were  collected 
in  excess  of  the  amount  necessary  to  expend  for  such  empbtyment. 

One  case  has  been  reported  dui-ing  the  yea]‘  in  which  it  was  neces- 
sary for  one  of  our  officers  1(»  defend  himself  by  actually  shooting  a 
violator  of  the  law  afler  placing  him  under  arrest.  In  tliis  instance 
Special  Deputy  John  O.  Powell,  of  Eingtown,  Schuylkill  County, 
was  comi^elled  to  shoot  and  kill  one  Frank  Wilson,  of  Jersey  Shore. 
After  placing  Wilson  and  his  companion  under  arrest  they  went 
along  Avithout  protest  but  suddenly  jumped  behind  a water  tank  and 
opened  fire  on  the  officer.  After  Wilson  was  killed  his  accomplice 
suddenly  departed  for  parts  unknoAvn.  Both  were  apparently  fugi- 
tives from  justice.  This  is  the  lirst  case  of  this  sort  during  the  last 
ten  years. 

< JAM F C(  )X1 ) 1 T 1 OXS 

Game  conditions  throughout  the  State  prior  to  the  open  season  were 
Imported  to  be  considerably  better  than  any  time  during  the  past 
fifteen  years.  I visited  nineteen  (191  of  our  thirty-two  (32)  game 
refuges  during  the  past  year,  and  in  the  majority  of  instances  trav- 
ersed the  entire  refuge  line  with  the  officer  in  charge,  as  well  as 
nearby  territory.  1 also  covered  a majority  of  the  sixty-seven  (07) 
counties  aifd  conferred  Avith  interested  sportsmen,  and  am  satisfied 
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ij’iat  the  reports  coming  to  ns  relative  to  game  conditions  are  not 
.exaggerated.  Last  spring  we  liad  an  exceptional!}^  favorable  hatch- 
ing and  rearing  season  for  our  game  birds  in  practically  all  parts  of 
the  State,  and  conditions  were  also  quite  favorable  for  a marked 
increase  in  our  rabbits.  In  addition  to  favorable  weather  conditions, 
the  sportsmen  have  taken  an  interest  in  destroying  vermin,  killing 
stray  house  cats,  and  assisting  in  securing  a proper  observance  of  the 
law  relative  to  dogs  running  at  large  chasing  and  destroying  game 
during  the  breeding  season.  The  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
also  made  a special  effort  to  enforce  the  dog  license  law,  wliich  among 
‘vUier  things  means  keeping  even  licensed  dogs  from  running  at  large, 
in  many  cases  destroying  game  and  wild  birds. 

While  figures  are  not  yet  available  on  the  results  of  the  open  sea- 
soji.  I am  afraid  that  weather  conditions  have  been  against  the  sports- 
men so  far,  this  being  true  especially  for  the  grouse  and  rabbit  hunt- 
ei‘s,  although  such  unfavorable  Aveather  conditions  Avill  undoubtedly 
save  a great  deal  of  breeding  stock  that  Avould  otherwise  be  killed. 
In  order  that  you  may  more  fully  understand  conditions  as  they 
apply  to  game  of  various  species,  I beg  to  report  as  follows; 

DEER:  Reports  from  all  sections  of  the  State  indicate  that 

d(*er  have  increased  very  rapidl}'.  Sections  of  the  State,  not  looked 
u])on  as  deer  territory  for  a number  of  years,  are  again  furnishing 
good  deer  hunting.  In  most  instances  sucli  sections  have  been  pro- 
tected by  refuges  or  stocked  by  the  Game  Commission.  A limited 
number  of  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  from  land 
owners  who  felt  that  deer  had  unnecssarily  destroyed  property  for 
llvem.  I'nder  tlie  new  law  relative  to  the  killing  of  ganie  Avhen  de- 
stroying property,  land  owners  knoAV  definitely  their  rights  when  deer 
are  materially  injuring  tlieii*  property,  and  less  complaints  are  antici- 
I‘ated  in  the  future.  1 legret  to  say  that  we  know  of  three  different 
instances  Avhere  deer  were  killed  by  property  owners  because  material 
damage  Avas  being  done,  and  upon  iuA'estigation  it  Avas  found  that 
such  action  Avas  justifiable.  I am  reasonably  sure  that  the  kill  of 
legal  deer  during  the  Ififfl  season  Avill  be  twenty-five  to  thirty  per 
ceuf.  higher  than  last  year,  even  thou.gh,  from  present  indications, 
a great  majority  of  the  sportsmen  will  refrain  from  killing  “spike” 
bucks.  Last  year  the  kill  of  illegal  deer  Avas  materially  reduced  and 
during  the  present  open  season  the  kill  of  illegal  deer  in  many  sec- 
tions Avill  again  be  reduced  by  approximately  fifty  per  cent.,  this 
behjg  made  possible  through  better  co-o]>eration  on  the  part  of  the 
sportsmen  brought  about  by  the  unusually  large  amount  of  neAvs- 
paper  publicity,  educational  Avork  among  sportsmen’s  organizations 
and  individuals,  and  a rather  strict  enforcement  of  the  laAv,  including 
the  resident  hunter’s  license  laAV.  A large  supply  of  new  posters 
Avarning  deer  hunters  has  been  printed  and  distributed  throughout 
tlie  S.ate  Avhich  Avill  also  help  materially  in  correcting  conditions. 


A record  deer  for  the  1920  season,  probably  for  the  State,  weigh- 
ing 267  poniuls  actual  weight,  hog  dressed,  was  killed  on  Koss  Kuu, 
Forest  County.  This  was  evidently  one  of  the  large  Michigan  deer 
stocked  in  that  section  a few  years  ago. 

ELK:  AVhile  these  animals  seem  to  be  increasing  nicely  in  several 

sections  of  the  State,  we  are  still,  receiving  complaints  from  various 
directions  about  their  dej)i-edations,  and  it  may  be  nece.ssary  to  re- 
move some  of  these  animals  in  order  to  relieve  tlie  situation.  Several 
elk  have  been  killed  during  the  past  year  by  property  owners  under 
the  provisions  of  law,  and  upon  investigation  it  develops  that  such 
action  was  justified. 

BEAR:  Hears  have  appearently  increased  quite  rapidly  in  many 

sections  of  the  State,  and  in  some  instances  outlaw  hears  have  com 
mitted  depredations,  resulting  in  some  sentiment  in  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature  to  take  all  protection  from  hears  in  counties  in 
which  they  become  objectionable  upon  petition  of  200  residents. 
AA’hile  your  action  in  1919  increasing  the  bag  limit  of  bears  in  Potter 
county  to  two  per  man  caused  an  intlux  of  hear  hunters  to  that  sec- 
tion, j'our  action  this  year  in  taking  the  limit  otf  bears  entirely  in 
that  county  and  again  permitting  the  use  of  bear  pens,  offering  $25.00 
for  each  live  bear  trai^ped  and  turned  over  to  the  Game  Commission 
between  July  1st  and  January  1st,  also  making  arrangemeuts  to  trap 
bears  through  our  own  organization  for  stocking  purposes  in  sections 
where  these  animals  were  formerly  found,  will  undoubtedly  help  in 
a very  material  way  to  reduce  the  number  and  relieve  conditions  in 
that  county. 

Early  repor!s  reaching  the  Department  are  that  thousands  of 
sportsmen  swarmed  to  Potter  County  to  hunt  bears,  taxing  boarding, 
camping,  railroad  and  all  other  facilities  to  the  limit,  and  that  most 
of  the  bears  remaining  in  that  county  on  November  1st  were  literally 
driven  to  surrounding  teiTitoiw.  Food  conditions  were  reported  un- 
favorable during  September  and  October  in  Potter  County,  causing 
some  hears  to  drift  out  of  that  section  in  search  of  food.  Early 
ports  indicate  that  notwithstanding  the  large  army  of  sportsmen 
hunting  bears  in  Potter  County,  more  hears  are  being  killed  in  sur- 
rounding territory. 

Tvegardless  of  the  fact  that  during  the  late  summer  months  there 
was  an  unusually  bountiful  supply  of  berries  of  all  sorts  and  trap- 
ping was  difficult,  nine  (9)  of  these  animals  were  traj)ped  by  our  rep- 
resentatives and  removed  to  the  southwestern  part  of  the  State 
for  stocking  purposes.  The  residen  s of  that  county,  however,  seemed 
to  take  but  little  interest  in  building  pens  in  order  to  catch  bears  for 
the  Game  Commission  unless  our  representatives,  assisted  in  build- 
ing the  pens.  With  such  assistance  a few  pens  were  built  and  operated 
by  residents  of  the  county. 
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Indications  are  that  the  kill  of  bears  in  Pennsylvania  will  be  con 
siderably  higher  than  last  year  because  some  early  tracking  snowi 
made  it  possible  to  locate  and  pursue  these  animals  more  easily  thai 
during  the  1920  season.  Bears  weighing  300  to  400  pounds  ho; 
dressed  are  not  infrequent,  but  rarely  are  authentic  reports  receivet 
covering  the  killing  of  such  extradordinary  specimens  as  one  recentP 
killed  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Potter  County,  the  carcass  of  whicl 
could  not  be  dragged  out  of  the  forest  with  a mule.  Experienced  bea; 
hunters  composing  the  party  estimated  the  weight  at  550  pounds 
The  skin  measiired  8 feet  4 inches,  and  the  sole  of  the  hind  foo 
measured  inches,  so  that  this  animal  was  evidently  a rare  sped 
men, 

1 have  been  l equested  to  prepare  a paiier  on  “The  Black  Bear  ai 
a Game  Animal  in  Pennsylvania”  to  be  read  at  the  Eighth  Nationa 
Game  (Conference  held  in  New  York  City  December  12th  and  13tl 
under  the  auspices  of  th.e  American  Game  Protective  Association 

In  this  paper  I have  given  a complete  I'.istorv  of  legislation  oi 
bears  in  Pennsylvania,  and  hope  same  will  prove  of  interest  to  rep 
resentatives  from  most  of  the  States  and  a number  of  Provinces  o 
Canada  there  assembled. 

RABBITS:  Because  of  the  favorable  breeding  season  last  spring 

as  well  as  the  restocking  work  done  by  the  Department  during  the  pas 
V inter,  more  rabbits  were  seen  all  over  the  State  during  the  summe] 
and  early  fall  months  than  for  four  or  more  years  past.  In  a fev 
sections  where  vermin  conditions  are  reported  unfavorable,  rabbit: 
have  apparently  not  materiality  increased.  But  of  unfavorab(l( 
weather  conditions  during  the  first  month  of  the  open  season,  the  kil 
of  rabbits  may  not  equal  that  of  1920,  although  accurate  estimate: 
cannot  be  made  until  after  reports  are  received  from  vai-ious  part: 
of  the  State  after  the  close  of  the  season  on  December  15th.  Ther< 
is  a great  deal  of  sentiment  among  the  sportsmen,  especially  in  sec 
tiens  where  deer  are  hunted,  against  permitting  the  hunting  of  rab 
.bits  in  December,  also  because  in  December  we  usually  have  tracking 
snow  which  permits  hunters  to  almost  exterminate  the  stock  re 
maining  over  aftei'  November. 

SQUIRRELS:  Early  reports  on  squirrel  conditions  indicate  tha1 
these  animals  have  increased  nicely  during  the  past  year,  and  in  a 
number  of  sections  sportsmen  report  better  sqquirrel  shooting  thar 
for  some  time  past.  Our  unusually  plentiful  nut  supply  during  tht 
fall  of  1920  with  a mild  winter  was  verjy  favorable  to  squirrels.  Manv 
portions  of  the  State  are  not  adapted  to  squirrels  at  this  time  due  tc 
the  cutting  of  our  hardwood  forests,  and  nut-bearing  trees  to  supply 
food  are  now  found  in  limited  territories  only.  Young  nut-bearing 
trees  are  plentiful  in  most  sections  of  the  State  but  not  yet  large 
enough  to  produce  feed  or  suitable  shelter. 

WILD  TURKEYS:  Keports  received  from  pi-actically  all  sec 

tions  where  turkeys  are  found  indicate  that  the  birds  remaining 
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over  after  the  close  of  the  1020  hunting  season  AViurered  nnnsnally 
well  because  of  the  mild  weather  prevailing,  and  that  they  hatched 
and  raised  good  broods  under  favorable  conditions  last  spring  and 
suniiuer.  Early  reports  indicate  that  the  kill  of  turkeys  was  pi-oli 
ably  larger  than  nsnal  because  the  season  o])ened  at  the  same  linn* 
as  the  squirrel  season,  and  the  turkeys  did  not  have  the  former  two 
or  three  weeks  in  which  to  become  wary  when  hunters  approached. 
Regardless  of  this  condition,  it  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  among 
residents  in  turkey  territory  that  the  actual  kill  of  turkeys  will  be 
no  larger  than  heretofore  when  poaching  frequently  reduced  large 
flocks  during  the  squirrel  and  grouse  season. 

RUFFED  GROUFE : Ruffed  grouse  have  a])parently  increased  in 

most  sections  of  the  State,  and  with  a favorable  hatching  and  rear- 
ing season  have  again  reached  the  ]ioint  wh.ere,  iritJi  eayeju]  protrr- 
tion  and  continued  conservative  killing,  these  birds  will  furnish  a 
fair  amount  of  sport  in  many  sections.  Indications  are  that  the 
weather  conditions  during  the  season  just  closed  were  not  favorable 
to  grouse  shooting,  and  that  we  will  have  a fairly  good  supply  of 
seed  stock  left  over.  While  the  bag  limit  was  reduced  by  the  last 
Legislature  to  three  per  day  and  fifteen  for  the  season,  but  few  pro- 
tests from  sportsmen  have  been  received  concerning  this  reduced 
bag  limit,  and  it  is  believed  the  great  majority  of  hunters  adhered 
strictly  to  this  bag  limit  regardless  of  good  shooting  days  foUowing 
spells  of  unfavorable  weather  conditions  that  prevailed  during  the 
season.  If  our  hunters  will  only  continue  conserving  the  grouse 
as  they  have  during  the  past  four  seasons,  there  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  have  a sufficient  number  of  these  gamest  of  all  game 
birds  to  supply  reasonable  shooting  for  many  years. 

BING-NEGK  PHEASANTS:  Ring-necks  are  apparently  increas- 
ing in  most  sections,  and  while  twenty  counties  were  closed  this 
year  to  the  shooting  of  these  birds,  indications  are  the  reports  will 
show  that  the  number  killed  will  be  almost  as  large  as  last  season. 
There  seems  to  be  a growing  sentiment  among  our  sportsmen  to 
prohibit  the  shooting  of  female  ring-neck  pheasants,  and  by  the  time 
the  next  Legislature  meets  there  Avill  doubtless  be  a crystalization 
of  sentiment  in  favor  of  restricting  the  killing  of  ring-necks  to  cocks 
only.  The  only  objection  to  doing  this  is  that  some  hunters  may 
unintentionally  kill  female  pheasants  because  they  are  not  acquaint- 
ed with  the  birds  and  therefore  unable  to  distinguish  the  sexes  in 
fiight,  while  others  may  occasionally  kill  female  ring-neck  pheasants 
in  mistake  for  ruffed  grouse.  If  the  killing  of  ring-necks  should  be 
restricted  to  males  only,  the  provision  of  our  law  providing  for  the 
abatement  of  penalties  where  a mistake  is  made  should  be  extended 
to  apply  to  cases  of  this  sort  so  that  there  might  be  an  incentive, 
in  addition  to  good  sportsmanship,  for  hunters  to  report  immediately 
errors  of  this  kind  and  pay  their  penalty,  and  receive  a return  of  a 
portion  of  same  later  on. 
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A bill  in  the  last  Legislature  purporting  to  close  the  entire  State 
to  ring-neck  pheasants  for  two  years  met  Avith  hearty  approval  from 
sportsmen  generally,  but  this  bill  was  caught  and  lost  in  the  final 
r'is’i  of  the  session.  Tf  is  regrettable  tha^  closing;  counties,  here  and 
there  to  these  birds  has  caused  some  hardships  in  instances  Avhere 
sportsmen  innocently  killed  such  birds  in  closed  counties,  although 
such  ignorance  is  inexcusable,  as  same  received  very  liberal  pub- 
licity. 

QUAIL:  Indications  are  that  Ave  haA^e  more  quail  in  Pennsyl- 

vania today  than  for  many  years  past.  The  native  birds  seem  to 
have  increased  in  sections  AA-here  they  are  still  found,  while  the 
Mexican  bob-whites  received  and  stocked  in  the  springtime  have 
thrived  in  almost  every  section  Avhere  released.  Unfortunately,  so 
many  land  owners  refuse  to  permit  even  good  laAV-abiding  sports- 
men to  kill  any  quail  on  their  premises,  with  the  result  that  sports- 
men cannot  continue  protecting  and  restocking  quail,  and  in  years 
1o  come  the  quail  aauII  again  be  back  to  the  noint  where  tb<^A-  Avere 
five  or  ten  years  ago  unless  this  condition  can  be  remedied.  Through 
the  sportsmen’s  organizations  it  is  hoped  that  these  questions  may 
be  Avorked  out  with  the  land  owners  so  that  sportsmen  will  be  per- 
mitted to  hunt  quail  within  reason  in  order  that  the  birds  may 
furnish  sport;  that  the  coveys  may  be  scattered  and  inter -mixed; 
■•uid  th-p  Ib.p  snortsinen  will  fee]  free  to  continoe  lecfeekbio-  and 
feeding  during  the  wintertime  as  has  been  done  in  the  last  six  or 
more  years.  The  true  sportsmen  of  Pennsylvania  are  killing  com- 
paratively few  quail,  because  they  are  just  as  much  interested  in 
protecting  and  increasing  these  birds  as  the  land  OAvners.  Last 
winter  quail  were  not  compelled  to  face  the  rigors  of  severe  winter 
weather,  and  with  favorable  weather  conditions  this  past  season, 
several  broods  were  reared.  We  have  an  authentic  report  of  a 
Mexican  bob-white  quail  that  hatched  a brood  of  fourteen  ( 14  ] young 
birds  on  the  10th  day  of  September  last  near  Indiana.  If  weather 
conditions  should  become  seA^ere  this  AAduter  a special  effort  Avill  be 
made  to  iiave  as  many  birds  fed  in  ilieir  ]iati\'e  liabitat  as  possible, 
as  well  as  trapped  and  cared  for  during  the  winter  months.  Birds 
fed  without  reducing  to  captivity  should  be  trapped  and  coveys 
inter-mixed  prior  to  the  breeding  season  to  secure  the  best  results. 

HUNGARIAN  PARTRIDGES:  These  birds  when  first  stocked 

apparently  disappeared  and  Avere  thought  to  be  an  entire  failure. 
In  some  sections,  however,  Ave  have  recently  received  reports  that 
these  birds  are  appearing,  from  Avhere  no  one  knoAvs,  and  are  in- 
creasing nicely.  It  is  my  opinion  that  when  the  birds  were  first 
•stocked  tliey  Avere  released  in  too  limited  nnmbers  in  eaeli  locality, 
and  that  in  stocking  a new  species  not  less  than  from  three  to 
eight  pairs  should  be  released  in  close  proximity  to  each  other  so 
that  even  though  losses  do  occur  there  will  be  mates  for  breeding 
purposes.  Sportsmen  who  have  hunted  these  birds  report  that  they 
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are  a splendid  game  bird,  are  more  difficult  to  kill  than  bob-white, 
and  seem  to  be  able  to  care  for  themselves  under  more  severe  wea- 
ther conditions  than  the  bob-white. 

M iiMuave  that  tliese  migratory  game  birds 

are  increasing.  Sportsmen  in  many  sections  of  the  State  report 
better  woodcock  shooiing  than  for  sometime  past.  This  apparently 
agrees  with  the  information  received  b}"  the  Federal  authorities 
from  other  sections  of  the  country.  It  is  apparent,  howevei’,  that 
most  of  the  woodcock  killed  in  rennsylvania  were  killed  during-  the 
month  of  November,  while  hunting  for  other  game. 

WILD  WATERFOWL:  Last  spring  more  wild  waterfowl  were  re- 
jtorted  than  for  a number  of  years  past,  and  this  fall  the  sportsmen 
of  Pennsylvania  enjoyed  better  shooting  than  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  past.  Fortunately,  our  stream  conditions  were  favorable  to  good 
shooting  in  tlie  Susquehanna  N'allev  and  other  sections  of  the  State, 
and  the  sportsmen  who  were  at  lirst  disposed  to  protest  bitterly 
against  the  inhibitio]i  against  spring  shooting  are  now  in  hearty  ac- 
cord with  our  law  and  the  Federal  law  prohibiting  spring  shooting. 

In  connection  with  the  law  prohibiting  spring  shooting  it  is  grati- 
lyijig  to  note  that  the  Game  Commission  of  Pennsylvania  under  date 
of  Maj'  21,  1899  passed  a resolution  condemning  spring  shooting 
of  aquatic  fowl  within  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  asked  the 
concerted  support  of  Game  Commissions,  Associations  and  individuals 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada  to  assist  in  securing  National  and 
Dominion  laws  that  would  totally  abolish  what  was  termed  a nefa- 
rious and  inhuman  practice.  I believe  in  the  above  resolution  the 
Game  Commission  of  Pennsylvania  was  the  lirst  organized  body  of 
tills  sort  to  take  action  on  prohibiting  spring  shooting. 

TABULATION  OF  KEPOBTS  FKOM  HUNTEKS  FOB  1020 

SEASON. 

As  previously  reported  to  you,  about  eight  per  cent,  of  the  licensees 
for  the  1920  season  reported  the  quantity  of  game  killed  as  requested 
on  the  stub  attached  to  their  licenses.  While  this  was  the  lirst  at- 
tempt to  obtain  such  data  in  this  manner,  and  {he  actual  number  of 
reports  was  far  below  expectations.,  the  data  collected  was  invalu- 
ubie,  and  this  initial  eit'ort  demoustraies  that  in  Pennsylvania  the 
sportsmen  are  sufficiently  wide  awake  to  the  beneht  of  data  of  this 
sort  that  it  will  probably  be  unnecessary  to  pass  drastic  laws  imposing 
heavy  penalties  upon  licensees  who  may  overlook  the  request  to  file 
lliis  rexjort,  as  is  the  case  in  a number  of  other  States.  The  highest 
Xiercentage  of  licensees  reporting  in  any  comity  was  thirty-six  per 
cent,  ill  the  case  of  Fulton  County.  This  little  county  demonstrated 
that  her  siiortsmen  are  wide  awake.  The  next  highest  percentage  of 
reports  came  from  Bradford  Coniily,  from  which  slightly  over  28 
per  cent,  of  the  siiortsmen  reported.  The  next  live  in  their  order 
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are:  Union  Count}',  22%  per  cent;  Mifflin  County,  22  per  cent; 

T’erry  County,  20  per  cent;  Cumberland  County;  19  per  cent;  and 
Dauphin  County  18%  i>er  cent.  The  lowest  percentage  of  returns 
was  received  from  Greene  County,  from  which  only  1%  per  cent, 
of  the  sportsmen  sent  in  their  reports  of  game  killed. 

This  tabnlatioii  demonstrated  conclusively  that  the  figures  here- 
tofore used  tiie  Game  Commissioii  were  consistently  below  the 
actual  kill.  Hundreds  of  these  who  reported  liad  killed  no  game,  some 
not  even  hunted,  still  the  tabulation  shows  that  the  3-1,900  licensed 
liunters  who  reported  killed  on  an  average  of  more  than  eight  rab- 
bits each,  more  than  two  squirrels  each  and  almost  one  grouse  each, 
with  other  game  generally  distributed  in  proportion.  A much 
better  iiercentage  of  large  game  hunters  than  small  game  liunters 
reported.  On  the  same  basis,  however,  it  is  easy  to  estimate  what 
the  434,000  licensed  sportsmen  in  Pennsylvania  killed  last  year,  which, 
if  added  to  game  killed  liy  those  who  can  hunt  legally  without  license 
on  lands  upon  which  they  reside  and  cultivate,  said  to  number  up- 
wards of  200,000  persons  additional,  will  amount  to  considerably 
more  than  the  figures  of  the  Game  Commission  if  the  same  general 
average  holds  true. 

According  to  the  reports,  eight  per  cent,  of  the  sportsmen  in  1920 
killed: 


Deer  ; 

1,103 

Blackbirds  

....  17,458 

Bear  

110 

Reedbirds  

3,092 

Rabl»its  

, . . 27N,982 

SlioT-ebirds 

1 918 

Hares 

3.905 

IVild  Cats ■.  . 

8:5 

Squirrels  

..  09,419 

Gray  Foxes 

910 

Raccoons 

4,031 

Red  Ffvxps  . 

840 

M ild  Turkey  s 

823 

Mink  

....  1 229 

Ruffed  Grouse 

. . . 28,019 

Weasels  

Ring-neck  Pheasants 

2,373 

Stray  House  Cats 

5,080 

Quail  

4,497 

Crows  

17  008 

MTld  Geese 

149 

Hawks  

3 513 

IVild  Ducks 

4,098 

Owls  

1,339 

The  average  number 

of  days  hunted,  according  to  the 

reports  filed. 

was  slightly  more  than  six  days  per  man.  Present  indications 
are  that  the  number  of  reports  received  for  the  1921  season  will  be 
far  in  excess  of  those  received  for  the  1920  season,  with  the  result  that 
the  data  from  such  tabulation  will  be  considerably  more  valuable 
than  for  the  1920  season. 

HUNTEKS’  LICENSES 

There  are  but  few  changes  in  the  form  of  the  1921  license.  In  the 
hope  of  having  sportsmen  understand  the  neeessity  for  carrying  the 
license  on  their  person  and  displaying  the  tag  on  the  middle  of  the 
back  at  all  times  while  hunting  as  now  required  by  law,  a line  of 
large  type  with  a hand  pointing  to  it  was  placed  at  the  top  of  the 
license,  reading  as  follows: 
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“Save  #20.00.  Carry  this  license  and  display  tag  on 
middle  of  hack  while  hunting.” 

In  printing  the  tags,  instead  of  printing  on  the  hack  of  the  tag  thar 
it  is  necessary  to  disjda}*  tlie  tag  in  a certain  place  and  thus  re(inii‘c 
a second  printing  operation,  we  placed  on  the  face  of  the  tag  between 
the  county  number  and  the  license  number  the  following: 

“Display  tag  on  middle  of  back” 

The  result  is  that  the  sportsmen  apparently  understand  the  re- 
quirements under  the  license  law  today  better  than  ever  before.  In- 
dications are  that  the  total  issue  of  licenses  for  1921  will  be  more  than 
150,000,  probably  an  increase  of  upwards  of  50,000  over  1920.  The 
issuance  of  non-resident  hunters'  license  will  also  apparently  be  some 
what  greater  than  last  year. 

The  decided  increase  in  the  number  of  licenses  issued  is  accounted 
for  by  the  increased  interest  our  peojjle  are  taking  in  outdoor  rec- 
reation, especially  hunting,  and  the  fact  that  the  industrial  depres- 
sion has  permitted  many  men  who  were  otherwise  idle  to  spend  some 
time  in  the  open  enjojung  the  beauties  of  nature,  killing  a limited 
amount  of  game,  and,  in  most  cases,  securing  some  desirable  food 
to  add  to  the  family  larder. 

AVe  were  somewhat  handicapped  in  distributing  our  licenses  be- 
cause of  the  printers'  strike  and  were  compelled  to  postpone  the  date 
for  beginning  enforcement  of  the  law,  but  were  able  to  keep  up 
with  the  demands  for  licenses  pretty  well  until  along  in  ^,'oveml)er 
when  the  supply  for  a number  of  counties  was  exhausted  and  we 
were  unable  to  have  our  supply  of  “Special  issue”  licen.ses  completed 
quickly  enough  to  keep  all  county  treasurers  fully  supplied.  In  a 
few  cases  county  treasurers  were  compelled  to  issue  receipts  until 
the  additional  supply  of  licenses  could  be  secured. 

Indications  are  that  many  hunters  who  heretofore  did  unsports- 
manlike things  on  lands  whereon  they  were  hunting  refrained  from 
doing  so  this  season  because  the  new  location  for  the  wearing  of  tiie 
hunter’s  license  tag  made  identification  less  didicult. 

HUNTING  ACCIDENTS  ^ ^ 

0 

AATth  a larger  number  of  hunters  it  is  self-evident  that  the  number 
of  hunting  accidents  will  also,  unfortunately,  be  quite  large.  In 
making  a survey  of  the  accidents  so  far  reported  it  is  regrettable  to 
note  that  a great  majority  of  hunting  accidents  are  the  result  of 
carelessness  with  firearms  in  the  hands  of  the  persons  killed,  and 
not  accidents  occurring  because  fellow-sportsmen  were  carelessly 
shooting  at  game.  Tlie  two  drastic  laws  previously  referred  to  in 
this  report  controlling  the  shooting  of  bullets  and  imposing  severe 
penalties  upon  persons  shooting  others  in  mistake  for  wild  crea- 
tures have  undoubtedly  helped  very  materially  in  reducing  the  loss 
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of  human  life.  Data  on  hunting  accidents  from  all  parts  of  the 
State  will  later  be  collected  and  given  in  the  addendum. 

GAME  REFUGES 

To  date  a total  of  thirty-two  (32)  refuges  have  been  arranged  for, 
two  of  wliicli.  lioweve]-,  are  not  yet  establislied.  Of  these  tliirty-two 
(32)  twenty  (20)  are  situated  on  State  Forests;  five  (5)  are  on 
leased  lands,  and  five  (5)  are  on  Pre.serves  already  purchased,  and 
the  other  two  (2),  not  yet  established,  on  lands  for  which  deeds 
have  not  yet  been  received.  The  last  two  mentioned  are  the  Jefferson 
County  and  the  McKean  County  Preserves.  The  Jefferson  purchase 
is  being  held  up  due  to  the  fact  tliat  there  are  so  many  heirs  to  be 
dealt  with.  We  received  nine  separate  options  for  these  lands  and 
Mr.  Potter  tried  to  arrange  that  all  heirs  would  execute  one  deed. 
However,  this  was  found  impossible  and  he  is  now  working  to  have 
all  interests  execute  five  deeds.  Settlement  was  further  .seriously 
complicated  by  the  death  of  two  of  the  heirs,  one  of  whom  was  the 
attorney-in-fact  for  two  of  the  other  heirs,  and  the  other  died  leav- 
ing children.  These  complications  are  being  satisfactorily  straight- 
ened out  and  are  here  mentioned  simply  as  an  example  of  the  dif- 
ficulties encountered  in  purchasing  preserves,  and  the  reason  for 
seemingly  unnecessary  delay  in  completion  of  a purchase. 

Field  work  for  sui-veys  of  the  outside*  lines  has  bee'ii  comieleted 
for  all  seven  purchases,  and  preliminary  maps  available.  Consider- 
able map  work  is  still  to  be  done  but  can  not  be  completed  until 
the  lines  around  the  refuges  themselves  are  run,  the  cost  of  which 
will  be  comparatively  small. 

We  have  never  had  accurate  maps  of  all  game  refuges  on  State 
Fore.sts,  so  dni-ing  tiie  ]»:ist  fall  an  agreement  was  entered  into  with 
the  Department  of  Forestry  by  which  they  would  make  such  sur- 
veys, providing  we  furnished  three  or  four  men  to  serve  as  rodmen 
and  chainmen.  Field  work  for  eighteen  (18)  out  of  the  twenty  (20) 
refuges  has  been  completed  and  it  is  expected  that  the  Department  of 
Forestry  Avill  shortly  supply  the  Commission  a copy  of  the  field 
notes  of  each  survey.  We  then  will  be  able  to  determine  the  exact 
acreage  comprising  each  game  refuge. 

Following  is  a brief  statement  concerning  the  present  sfatus  of 
the  seven  (7)  preserve  purchases: 

i 'I'vc  I’lircliiis  ■ „ , 

('<)u:ty  .\r  :i  : ■ ( .V(  rf‘s)  lic.n.ii  . 

]- Hradforcl  7,402.9 Convoyanee  oomi)lete(l.  Refugo  (“stal)- 

li.slu‘d.  Purvey  of  boundary  completed. 

2;j Elk  0,288.5 Conveyance  completed.  Refuge  estab- 

lished. Survey  of  boundary  completed. 
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Preserve 

Number 


Purchase 

County  Area:  (Acres) 


Remar'ks: 


26 Bedford,  Blair  6,485.4  and  Conveyances  completed.  Refuge  estab- 

and  Cambria.  . .2/.“)  ir’di'  ided  lis.n'd.  8nr\  ey  of  boundary  and  refuge 


intprest  in 
.•;5G.6 

cornplptod. 

■’S KMv  

..  ( '(»nvi  vancp  pom|)b‘tP(I.  Kefngp  ps(ab- 
lislu'd.  Sui'vpy  of  boiiiubiry  complptpd. 

•’!! WaiTcn  .. 

.8,471.04.  . . 

. . . Com  eyancp  pomplptod  except  for  txvo 
lots  of  16.5  acres  oacli.  Refuge  estab- 
lislied.  Surwy  of  boundary  completed. 

..5,045.0  . . . 

. . . .( 'oiiveyaU'Ce  not  coiisninmati'd.  Snr\'ey 
of  bi)undary  completed. 

:n fi'lfci-son 

;i.471.4 

..  Com  evanee  not  e >nsmnmated.  .Snrx'f'v 
o"  l iinnib-’ry  eoinjib'ted. 

The  purchase  of  lands  has  been  considerably  more  expensive  than 
estimated  because  the  titles  in  many  cases  required  a great  deal 
more  work  than  expected,  and  the  surveys  were  tedious  and  ex- 
pensive due  to  the  fact  that  in  most  cases  no  actual  surveys  had 
!!nd“  nf  tla*  lands  fni-  7'!'M!V  v(*  rs.  will)  tin'  result  th:tt  o’d 

markers,  etc.,  were  entirely  obliterated. 

Conditions  at  onr  game  refuges  in  general  are  considerably  better 
than  for  sometime  past.  The  buildings  at  the  refuges  have  been  put 
in  tirst-class.  r(‘]iair.  roads  and  lircdiues  ])uf  in  good  condition,  so 
that  the  maintenance  for  the  next  year  or  two  sliould  be  consider- 
ably less  on  the  old  established  preserves.  We  have  been  fortunate 
to  come  through  the  past  year  without  any  serious  fires  at  any  of  our 
game  refuges  or  surrounding  territory.  Food  conditions  have  been 
improved  wherever  possible,  and  more  vermin  of  all  sorts  was  de- 
stroyed by  our  refuge  keepers  during  the  past  year  with  the  assist- 
ance of  our  trapping  instructor  than  had  been  killed  during  any 
three  years  previously. 

AUXILIARY  GAME  REFUGES 

The  eight  (8)  auxiliary  game  refuges  now  established  seem  to  be 
meeting  the  expectations  of  the  spmrtsmen  interested  with  l»ut  litt]<> 
difficulty  in  the  administration  thereof.  These  refuges  are  located 
as  follows: 

1.  in  Perry  Township,  Clarion  County,  near  Parkers 
Landing. 

2.  In  Monroe  Township,  Wyoming  County,  near  Al- 
derson. 

3.  In  southern  Tinicum  Township,  Bucks  County. 

4.  In  northeastern  Nockamixon  Township,  Bucks 
County. 

5.  In  Donegal  ToAvnship,  Butler  County. 


6.  In  Tyrone  and  Strabane  Townships,  Adams  Coun- 
ty, near  Hunterstown. 

7.  In  South  Fayette  Township,  Allegheny  County, 
near  Oakdale. 

8.  In  Wood  Township,  Huntingdon  County,  near 
Kohertsdale. 

Whether  more  of  these  refuges  should  be  established  now  is  a de- 
batable question.  It  might  be  advisable  to  wait  until  further  studies 
can  be  made  of  the  results  of  these  auxiliary  refuges. 

GAME  FOE  EESTOCKING  PURPOSES 

Uuring  the  past  year  the  purchase  of  game  of  various  kinds,  es- 
pecially Mexican  Bob-'White  quail  and  cotton-tailed  rabbits,  was 
less  difficult  than  at  any  time  during  the  last  five  years.  Shippers  of 
quail  reported  that  the  drought  that  had  continued  for  several  suc- 
cessive years  and  apparently  caused  a shortage  of  quail  in  northern 
Mexico  had  subsided  and  weather  conditions  were  again  more  nor- 
mal, Avith  the  result  tliat  the  number  of  quail  trapped  last  winter 
Avas  greater  than  during  the  entire  time  since  1916.  We  could  have 
purchased  during  the  winter  months  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  quail, 
but  because  of  our  past  experiences  no  birds  were  accepted  for  ship- 
ment prior  to  March  1st.  According  to  tabulated  statement  of  game 
purchased  given  later  in  this  report,  you  Avill  note  that  we  purchased 
and  distributed  11,283  bob-white  quail  in  first-class  condition. 

Cotton-tailed  rabbits  were  available  in  goodly  numbers  and  avo 
secured  and  distributed  tbroughout  such  portions  of  the  State  as 
needed  restocking  quite  badly,  as  well  as  in  some  othnr  sections  for 
Use  purpose  of  supplying  new  blood,  a total  of  15.423  cotton-tailed 
rabbits.  We  also  obtained  and  released  7.540  A'arAung  bai’es,  com- 
monly known  among  our  people  as  snoAvshoe  rabbits. 

The  available  supply  of  desirable  deer  and  other  game  has  been 
quite  limited  for  seA^eral  years  past,  while  the  native  ruffed  grouse 
cannot  be  secured  in  any  worthwhile  number  anyAvhere  in  North 
America.  Onr  sportsmen  are  constantly  becoming  more  imbued 
Avith  the  thought  that  if  f he  nati\'e  birds  and  animals  of  Pennsylvania 
are  given  proper  protection  restocking  with  species  foreign  to  our 
Rtate  Avill  not  be  necessary. 

The  number  of  ring-neck  pheasants  available  last  year  Avas  sonie- 
Avhat  limited  because  since  the  Avar  many  of  the  farms  previously 
raising  these  birds  in  large  numbers  have  not  been  able  to  again  get 
])ack  on  a pre-war  basis,  and  because  of  rather  nnsati-sfactory  ex- 
periences during  1920  with  the  distribution  of  large  numbers  of  ring- 
neck  pheasant  eggs,  the  niunber  of  eggs  purchased  was  only  a frac- 
tion of  onr  distribution  heretofore.  The  majority  of  the  eggs  so 
secured  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  several  refuge  keepers,  Avith 
whom  the  results  were  apparently  better  than  those  secured  by 
general  distribution  to  interested  sportsmen.  We  purchased  a total 
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of  5,389  eggs,  from  which  2,854  birds  were  hatched,  of  which  number 
1 ,195  were  reared  to  maturity  and  released.  The  average  cost  of  the 
birds  so  reared  and  released  was  |1.15  per  bird  in  comparison  with 
•?2.05  per  bird  in  1920,  |0.96  per  bird  in  1919,  and  |1.04  per  bird  in 
1918.  A number  of  the  refuge  keepers  have  on  hand  a limited  supply 
of  birds  from  w'hich  they  hope  to  gather  eggs  for  h.atching,  as  well 
as  for  distribution  to  nearby  interested  sportsmen. 

BEAVER 

The  colonies  of  beaver  previously  established  are  apparently  thriv- 
ing and  increasing  in  splendid  shape.  No  complaints  have  yet  been 
received  relative  to  theii'  wmrk  except  in  one  instance,  wdiere  a pair 
of  these  animals,  not  the  result  of  stocking  on  onr  part  but  apparently 
from  an  old  colony  located  in  the  Poconos  a number  of  years  ago, 
have  caused  some  annoyance  to  a property  owner  in  that  s^ection. 
If  this  annoyance  continues  next  spring  the  only  remedy  will  be  to 
trap  and  remove  these  animals. 

The  securing  of  additional  l>eaver  during  the  past  year  for  stock- 
ing purposes  has  been  pi-actically  out  of  the  question,  and  only  three 
additional  colonies  have  been  started  during  the  year  located  as 
follows: 

1.  Preserve  No.  8 on  the  Loyalsock  Creek,  Lycoming  County. 

2.  Preserve  No.  4 near  New'  Germantowm,  Perry  County. 

3.  Tn  Clinton  County,  on  McElhattan  Run. 

Additional  animals  have  been  iiromised  from  various  directions. 

. Just  what  the  result  will  be  of  anticipated  trapping  operations  I am 
unable  to  say.  Our  citizens,  how'ever,  continue  to  take  a great  deal 
of  interest  in  our  effort  to  re-establish  the  beaver  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  desire  more  colonies  established  as  rapidly  as  animals  are  avail- 
able. 

BOUNTIES 

The  operation  of  the  Pennsylvania  bounty  system  is  meeting  with 

the  continued  approval  and  support  of  the  sportsmen,  and  ou,r  sys- 
tem of  handling  the  payment  of  bounties  is  receiving  quite  favorable 
consideration  by  other  States.  During  the  fall  of  1920  fur  bujnrs 
discouraged  trapping,  among  other  things  reducing  the  price  so  de- 
cidedly that  trappers  apparently  intended  doing  but  little  trapping 
during  the  wanter  of  1920  and  1921.  This  led  us  to  believe  that  the 
total  amount  of  money  required  for  bounties  wmuld  probably  not  ex- 
ceed ,190,000  or  thereabouts.  When  the  industrial  depression  over 
the  w'hole  country  became  a reality  througliout  Pennsylvania,  many 
of  onr  unemployed  turned  their  attention  to  trapping,  and  regardless 
of  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  reduced  the  bounty  on  weasels  from 
82.00  to  |1.50,  effective  April  1st  last,  and  the  mink  was  taken  from 
tlie  bounty  list  entirely  by  the  Act  of  May  17,  1921,  the  number  of 
bounty  claims  continued  iricreasing  throughout  the  year,  as  w'ell  be 
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noted  by  detailed  statement  attached,  and  tlie  total  amount  of  money 
required  to  pay  the  bounties  dni'ing  the  past  fiscal  year  was 
269.50,  consisting  of  y3,dS6  separate  claims.  If  the  claims  for  boun- 
ties continue  pouring  into  the  office  at  the  present  rate,  as  they  un- 
doubtedly will  so  long  as  this  industrial  depression  lasts,  the  amount 
of  money  necessaiy  to  pay  the  bounties  during  the  1922  fiscal  year 


will  be 

approximatek/  -I 

125,000  or 

more,  even  thongli 

the  wmasel 

bounty 

has  been 

reduced 

to  11.50. 

For  the 

purpose  of 

comparison. 

I give 

below  a statement  covering 

the  payment  of  bounties  since 

April  1 

5,  1915  up 

to  and 

in  cl  ud  i ng  X o vein  her 

. ^0,  -jqoi  ^ 

s follows: 

AMOUNT 

- YRVR: 

WDLD  OAT: 

GRAY  POX:  BKI)  POX: 

: MINK: 

WEASEL; 

PAID; 

1916* 

8fi2 

5,124 

5,335 

4,845 

39,111 

$ 70,016 

1917 

393 

3.731 

3,336 

5,846 

44,r20 

66,614 

1918 

31.5 

3,310 

2,810 

4,. 328 

28,6.31 

47,089 

1919 

4‘i'Z 

4,474 

4,246 

5,180 

34,62> 

69,290 

1929 

. 814 

4.. 527 

2,295 

2,253 

53,87.3 

125,184 

1921 

,308 

3,372 

3,375 

3,753 

59,755 

128,269'.50 

Totals, 

2,634 

24,541 

21,397 

2'3,214 

260,705 

506,491.50 

*IncliKles  bounties  paid  from  April  15,  1915,  to  Dec.  1,  1910.  incl. 

llany  sportsmen  can  scarcely  believe  that  since  the  lieginning  of 
our  present  bounty  system  we  have  paid  bounties  on  more  than 
2,600  wild  cats,  almost  50.000  foxes  and  more  than  260,000  weasels, 
]‘equiring  a to  al  of  more  tlian  a half  million  dollars  to  pay  the  boun- 
ties without  the  cost  of  administration,  ivhich  including  postage, 
etc.,  at  this,  time  aggregates  about  !|9,000  per  annum.  The  sportsmen 
generally  agree  that  probably  half  as  many  more  of  these  animals 
of  various  kinds,  especially  w'easels,  were  killed  by  interested  sports- 
men for  which  no  bounty  wms  claimed.  What  the  result  of  the  inroads 
of  this  horde  of  destroyers  would  be  were  they  permitted  to  go  on 
unchecked  is  a]»palling.  However,  whether  we  can  continue  paying 
even  the  ])resent  rate  of  bounties  on  animals  of  various  kinds  and  at 
the  same  time  conduct  our  many  other  activities  on  anything  like  the 
scale  that  has  prevailed  in  the  past  will  depend  entirely  upon  the 
funds  available  for  the  use  of  the  Department.  Should  industrial 
( onditions.  make  a decided  improvement,  the  amount  of  vermin  killed 
will  be  materially  reduced. 

KILL  OF  VEKMIK  BY  EMBLOYES 
Our  held  officers  during  the  past  year  killed  vermin  as  follow's; 


Dogs 

stray 

Domestic 

Cats 

Wild  Cat! 

o 

a 

M 

O 

Red  Fox! 

Minks 

W'^easels 

Opossum 

Porcupine 

r/3 

a 

OQ 

m 

o 

U 

O 

Crow 

Nests 

Hawks 

1^. 

w 

173 

o 

a, 

c, 

C 

Game 

Protectors: 

2,281 

. 1,359 

7 

20 

10 

26 

127 

6 

86 

46 

3.2.25 

212 

518 

36 

23 

Game 

Preserve 

Keepers: 

81 

85 

43 

41 

72 

ST7 

133 

n 

196 

214 

326 

15 

95 

5 

20 

1 

Totals. 

2,362 

1,444 

50 

61 

82 

63 

239 

17 

282 

26: . 

o , 551 

227 

603 

41 

43 

1 
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SOXG  AND  IXSECTIVOKOUS  BIRDS 

Observers  agree  that  song  and  insectivorous  birds  are  increasing 
liii’ongliont  the  entire  United  States  and  that  some  species,  the  life- 
'Aui'k  of  wliicii  may  he  considered  entirely  heneticial,  liavc  even  in- 
creased to  a point  where  inroads  upon  fruit  and  berry  crops  are  be- 
coming a serious  question.  linfortunately,  the  planting  of  food 
ot  various  kinds  for  our  birds  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  laws  giving 
i.iuitional  protection,  and  in  a number  of  States  during  tlie  past 
.yiuitmer  the  Federal  authorities  saw  lit  to  issue  permits  for  the  killing 
of  robins  durinjj^  fruit  and  berry  seasons.  Your  resolution  of  July 
1st,  1021  on  this  subject  Avas  as  follows: 

‘‘The  attention  of  the  Board  was  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  Federal  (iovernment  has,  been  issuing  permits 
to  persons  to  kill  robins  from  May  IGth  to  July  15th 
when  these  birds  are  destroying  clierries,  berries,  and 
other  small  fruit. 

“The  Board  was  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  if 
the  robins  are  so  numerous  as.  to  be  seriously  destruc- 
tive, the  proper  time  to  reduce  them  would  be  in  the 
autumn  and  not  in  the  nesting  season. 

“The  laws  of  Pennsylvania  do  not  give  amhorit}'  to 
the  Boaid  of  Game  t ommissioners,  or  to  any  citizen, 
to  kill  robins  or  any  other  insectivorous  birds,  at  any 
time.” 


Ti]is  seems  to  meet  wi;li  the  entire  approval  of  the  great  majoritv 
(;f  our  citizens. 


CO -Ol’ERATlOX  WITH  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS 

Tne  field  force  of  this  Department  continues  co-operating  as  closely 
as  ])ossible  with  the  forces  of  the  Department  of  Forestry,  Depart- 
ment of  Fisheries,  State  Police,  as  well  as  with  the  Depa^-tment  of 
Agriculture,  in  tiie  latter  instance  in  the  enforcement  of  tlie  doo- 
b'cense  law,  as  required  by  Act  of  Assembly.  The  maimer  in  which 
ihese  .several  field  forces  are  co-operating  is,  being  favorably  comment- 
ed upon  by  sportsmen  in  all  portions  of  the  State,  and  this  condition 
will  undoubtedly  lastly  improve  conditions  in  the  future. 


STATUS  OF  FUNDS 


From  tabulated  statements  attached  you  will  note  the  amounts 
expended  from  our  funds  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  which  expendi- 
tures, because  of  conditions  that  are  entirely  unavoidable,  are  con- 
siderably greater  than  will  be  po.ssible  in  the  future.  It  has  develop- 
(m1  that  the  demands  made  upon  our  officers  during  the  past  year 
because  of  unemployment  has  resulted  in  a greater  expenditure  for 
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traveling  expenses  than  was  anticipated,  also  that  the  demands  for 
special  assistance  have  required  quite  a large  amount  for  this  pur- 
pose, but  the  results  secured  from  these  expenditures  fully  justify 
tliem.  While  it  v/as  Anticipated  that  completing  the  titles  and 
deeds  in  connection  witli  the  purchase  of  lands,  surv-eys,  etc.,  would 
cost  considerable 'money  because  of  the  nature  of  the  titles  and  the 
fact  that  old  laud  marlv:s  had  been  obliterated  years  ago,  the  funds 
necessary  to  complete*  tliis  work  were  considerably  in  excess  of  ori- 
ginal estimates.  The  erection  of  su])stantial,  permanent  buildings 
as  places  of  residence  on  our  new  refuges  has  also  required  more 
money  than  set  aside  for  this  purpose,  because  Members  of  the  Board 
having  super\*ision  over  the  erection  of  such  buildings  deemed  it 
advisable  to  build  more  substantially  than  first  anticipated.  An- 
other item  that  ran  higher  than  orginally  calculated  upon  was  ex- 
pressage  on  game  due  to  high  express  rates  j)revaiiing  during  the 
year,  also  as  directed  by  you  more  game  was  purchased  than  had 
iirst  been  decided  upon  because  it  was,  thought  advisable  to  secure 
it  while  available. 

On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  detailed  statements  relative 
to  bounties  paid,  status  of  funds,  etc.  Prior  to  the  date  of  your  an- 
nual meeting  data  will  be  prepared  relative  to  game  killed,  hunting  ac- 
cidents and  number  of  licenses  issued,  to  be  attached  to  this  repoj-t 
ill  the  form  of  an  addendum. 


STATEMENT  CON'ERIAG  GA:ME  OF  VARIOUS  KINDS  PUI 
CHASED  AND  RELEASED,  CAME  SECURED  AND  HELD 
FOR  LIBERATION  SPRING  OF  1922  AND  GAME  CON- 
TRACTED FOR  BETWEEN  DECE:\1HKR  1,  1920  AND 
NOVEMBER  20.  BAM. 


GAME  RELEASED:  (In  addition  to  game  held  per  1920  Report.  i 


l>eer,  54 

AVild  Turkeys,  04 

Ring-neck  Pheasan  s,  IJOS 

Ring-neck  Pheasant  Eggs, 5,389 

Rabbits  (Cotton-tail), 15,123 

A'arying  liares  (Snow-shoe  rabbits  1 7,510 

Quail,  Bob-white,  11,283 

Beaver,  ];■ 


tiAME  PtiRCHASED  AND  DELIA’ERED;  (lleld  for  liberation 
this  coining  spring.  1 


Ring-neck  Pheasants, 


1,111 


GAME  PURCHASED  OR  CONTRACTED 
ED:  (Prior  to  July  1,  1922.) 


FOR  TO  BE  DELIA'ER- 


1 >ecr 100 

AM  Id  Turkeys,  75 

Ring-neck  Pheasants,  528 

Rabbits,  (Cotton-tail)  20,000 

Varrying  Hares,  3,000 

Quail,  Bob-white,  15,000 

Fox  Squirrels 2,000 

Beaver,  50 
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BUMMAJRY  SHESETTI  OP  BOUKry  CLAIMS  ALLOWED  ON  NOXIOUS  ANIMALS  DURING  THE 
LEAR  OP  DECEMBER  1ST  1920,  TO  NOVEMBER  30T'H  1921,  INOLUSIVEl. 


L'ox 


County 

Wildcat 

Gray 

Red 

Mink 

Weasft 

Amount 

A cl  am  o 

101 

5 

5 

4S8 

$ 1,0,6  50 

Allegheny,  __  __  

2 

r 3 

3 

19 

328 

643  00 

Armstrong,  _ _ 

u 

4 

58' 

1,488 

2,753  00 

Beaver 

- . u 

0 

29 

20 

141 

344  50 

Bedford,  _ 

- 

- 1 

231 

33 

bl 

0i>3 

2,286  00 

Berks, 

- u 

49 

30 

9 

984 

1,877  OJ 

Blair, 

u 

74 

49 

35 

662 

1,434  00 

Bradford,  _ _ - 

4 

117 

215 

245 

2,336 

5,340  50 

Bucks,  _ _ 

0 

13 

16 

16 

612 

l,li-0  Oo 

Butler,  - - ..I—-  _ 

U 

0 

17 

77 

2,321 

4,252  50 

Cambria,  „ 

0 

28 

40 

102 

705 

1,528  00 

Cameron.  _ . __  _ 

- — - 18 

11 

38 

32 

112 

504  50 

Carbon,  

t{ 

9 

8 

19 

238 

513  00 

Center,  . — 

7 

108 

125 

28 

1,259 

2,815  60 

Chester,  __  .. 

0 

5 

24 

40 

744 

1,433  00 

Clarion,  __ 

0 

2 

60 

116 

2,089 

3,984  50 

Clearfield, . 

- 8 

69 

114 

119 

1,657 

3,586  OO 

Clinton  

38 

62 

38 

4 

3o(! 

1,131  00 

Columbia*  . 

12 

38 

26 

o6 

1,291 

2,812'  00 

Crawford,  

0 

6 

24 

2B8 

3,475 

6,645  50 

Cumberland,  

104 

10 

4 

638 

1,380  00 

Dauphin  

3 

85 

24 

7 

719 

1,492  00 

Delaware,  

. 0 

0 

0 

0 

39 

69  50 

Elk,  . . - 

2e 

17 

93 

72 

678 

1,837  00 

Erie,  - — 

0 

0 

12 

124 

1,927 

S,585  00 

Payette, 

6 

93 

22 

80 

426 

1,147  00 

Forest,  . . 

... 8 

0 

67 

54 

712 

1,621  60 

Franklin,  — - 

— 3 

142 

22 

18 

543 

1,326  SO 

Pulton  _ - _ 

- , 3 

128 

3 

33 

309 

870  00 

Greene,  

0 

3 

17 

8 

175 

S75  50 

Huntingdon  . . 

... 4 

225 

88 

66 

917 

2,326  00 

Indiana,  . , _ 

0 

33 

19 

79 

1,298 

2,6,34  50 

Jefferson,  - - . 

. 2 

7 

45 

103 

1,872 

3,572  OO 

Juniata,  _ 

- _ 4 

127' 

16 

13 

551 

1,289  00 

Lackawanna,  . 

_ 1 

36 

60 

23 

368 

805  50 

Lancaster,  _ 

- 0 

4 

28 

5 

802 

1,443  60 

Lawrence,  . 

0 

0 

3 

12 

634 

1,004  00 

Lebanon,  - 

0 

3 

9 

1 

368 

635  00 

Lehigh,  — _ 

...  - . 0 

19 

5 

5 

474 

874  50 

Luzerne 

— 13 

45 

19 

120 

1,680 

3,390  00 

Lycoming,  

— - 15 

84 

115 

101 

1,477 

3,270  60 

McKean,  . _ , 

12 

3 

130 

96 

1,683 

3,738  50 

Mercer,  

0 

0 

a 

104 

1,537 

2,996  50 

Mifflin,  . - 

9 

101 

42 

17 

567 

1,370  60 

Monroe  

„ _ 15 

66 

33 

70 

566 

1,384  00 

Montgomery,  — 

0 

18 

2 

10 

489 

$916  00 

Montour,  - 

. 0 

3 

0 

6 

290 

527  60 

Northampton  

. - - . 0 

36 

5 

43 

402 

849  00 

Northumberland  

0 

19 

11 

9 

759 

1,427  50 

Perry,  ___  . _ 

..  „ 1 

178 

54 

10 

877 

2,025  50 

Philadelphia,  . 

0 

0 

0 

0' 

18 

31  OO 

Pike,  _ _ _ 

__  14 

31 

.32 

64 

2S8 

798  50 

Potter,  __  . . 

— 9 

4 

214 

75 

1,233 

3,008  00 

Schuylkill,  - 

„ 0 

61 

18 

32 

927 

1,901  50 

Snyder, . 

0 

25 

25 

17 

5141 

1,064  00 

Somerset  

...  6 

203 

49 

193 

1,306 

3,121  00 

Sullivan  

. 21 

18 

112 

43 

435 

1.282  60 

Susquehanna,  

0 

157 

238 

89 

74? 

2,246  60 

Tioga,  - - 

13 

38 

290 

125 

969 

2,683  60 

Union,  : 

-.  1 

23 

13 

309 

679  60 

Venango,  — 

....  1 

0 

40 

87 

1,964 

3,854  60 

Warren , 

10 

6 

102 

134 

1.502 

3,372  OO 

Washington 

0 

0 

46 

7 

327 

704  00 

Wayne,  _ _ _ __  

4 

59 

198 

80 

506 

1,568  60 

Westmoreland,  

4 

116 

27 

76 

1,111 

2,421  00 

Wyoming,  _ 

..  2 

101 

68 

68 

688 

1 .676  .50 

York,  - . - _ 

..  0 

27 

55 

2 

906 

1,723  60 

Totals,  

308 

3,372 

3,375 

3,753 

59,755 

$128,269.50 

Recertified  claims  paid  by  this  Department, 30  00 


$128,299  60 
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C?OMPARATIVB  STATEMENT  BY  MONTHS  OF  BOCN'l'T  CLAIMS  ALLOWED  ON  NOXIOUS 
ANIMAILS  DLTRING  TIDE  PAST  'ITIREE  FISCAL  YEARS. 


Pox 


1919 

Wildcat 

Gray 

Red 

Mink 

Weasel 

Amount 

December  - 

- .«4 

618 

1,306 

4,525 

$ 8.6«1 

January  _ _ _ 

1,211 

1,416 

1 ,.A21 

8,818 

14,433 

February  ---  

67 

1,001 

921 

911 

4.418 

9.575 

March  - - . — 

S4 

1,0(2 

681 

814 

4,444 

9,268 

April  

. 18 

238 

211 

218 

1,975 

3,190 

May  - — 

19 

82 

88 

46 

1,015 

1,516 

June  — 

.3 

76 

67 

26 

1,301 

a.06g 

July  - 

2 

33 

39 

39 

1,660 

3,147 

August  — 

27 

19 

39 

1,7718 

3,436 

September  — — — 

1 

28 

17 

T4 

1,537 

3,026 

October,  

8 

51 

26 

S2 

1,858 

3,758 

November,  „ - - 

_ 11 

190 

143 

183 

3,296 

7.815 

Total,  442 

Recertified  claims  paid  by  this  Dept.  

Grand  total,  

4,474 

4,246 

5,189 

38,625 

$69,254 

36 

$ 69,290 

TWO 


Fox 

Wildcat  Gray  Red  Mink  Weasel  Amount 


December 
January 
Febniary 
March  ... 

April  

May  

June  

July  

■August  — . 
September 
October 
November 


Total,  

Recertified  claims  paid  by  this  Dept. 


.54 

541 

4.30 

168 

1,603 

920 

.38 

941 

303 

61 

958 

256 

23 

223 

132 

6 

47 

56 

3 

24 

50 

0 

36 

35 

1 

25 

12 

2 

33 

12 

2 

23 

20 

16 

73 

m 

.314 

4,. 527 

2,295 

733 

10,209 

$ 23,254 

631 

10,811 

27,858 

258 

.5,565 

14,039 

185 

5,4.50 

13,894 

06 

3,476 

7,854 

24 

1,944 

4,130 

30 

2,303 

4,771 

58 

3,2«8 

6, .595 

51 

3.6.55 

7,421 

30 

2,345 

4,821 

40 

2,030 

4.198 

147 

2,877 

6,311 

2,253 

53,873 

$125,1.56 

28 


Grand  total 


$125,184 


1921 


December 
January  , 
February  . 
March 

.April  

May  

June  i 

July  

August  — . 
September 
October  — 
November 


Total,  

Recertified  claims  paid  by  tills  Dept. 


(Foxl 


Wildcat 

Gray 

Red 

Mink 

Weasel 

Amount 

259 

2.31 

607 

7,414 

$16,637  00 

m 

519 

776 

1,212 

9.Z22 

22.959  no 

es 

762 

854 

856 

7.132 

1ft  STvl  00 

70 

741 

840 

8,191 

21,1771  90 

22 

212 

118 

147 

3,141 

7,l-;6  .50 

7 

7Y? 

126 

40 

1.S54 

,3,837  .50 

4 

04 

1441 

20 

2.60J) 

4,905  90 

<> 

7ft 

45 

fi 

4,266 

6.859  00 

3 

60 

5ft 

11 

4,947 

7,858  50 

3 

.32 

49 

0 

2.9K1 

4,74??  .50 

5 

44 

3t 

2,850 

4,577  .50 

24 

2*20 

20f> 

2 

5.048 

.8,723  90 

30ft 

.3.. 372 

3,375 

.3,7Ty! 

59,7,56 

$128,269  50 

30  00 


Grand  total, 


8128.299  .AO 


F IXAX Cl AL  STATEMENT 


Covering-  period  from  December  1st,  1920,  to  November  30,  1921,  Inclusive. 


GAME  PEOTECTION  AND  PRfiPAGATING  FUND. 

Palance  in  State  Treasury  Dec.  1st,  1920  !j;  89,525.46 

DEPOSITS  : 

One-lialf  net  i-evenue  from  Hunter's  Ijicenses  deposited 

. in  tiiis  fund  during  fiscal  year i|;  219,295.75 

Portion  of  penalties,  costs,  etc.,  deposited  -with  this 
fund  49,878.68 


269,174.43 


Total  $358,699.89 

Transferred  from  Bounty  Fund  and  included  in  the 
Disbursements  below,  which  also  includes  moneys 
drawn  from  the  Bounty  Fund  for  the  purchase  of 

lands  362,248.85 


DISBURSEMENTS : 

Salaries  of  Game  Protectors,  Assistant  Game  Pro- 
tectors, and  general  office  force  

Expenses  of  salaried  officers  

Salaries  and  expenses  of  Spcicial  Deputy  Game  Pro- 
tectors employed  for  special  duty  

Salai'ies  of  Game  Preserve  Keepers  

Expenses  of  Game  Preserve  Keepers,  purchase  and  erec- 
tion of  telephones,  buildings,  supplies,  etc.,  for  twenty- 

four  preserves  

Expenses  of  Game  Preserve  Keepers,  purchase  of 
buildings  repairs,  supplies,  titles,  surveys,  etc.,  on 
newly  established  preserves  and  preserves  under  pro- 
cess of  completion,  eight  in  number  

Expenses  on  eight  Auxialiary  Game  Preserves  

Game  purchased  and  distributed  

(Refunds  from  carriers  for  losses  ,$2,1(38.99) 
Expenses  in  cai-ing  for  game  held  for  liberation  .... 

Expressage  on  game,  etc *. 

(Express  refunds  <$  656.96) 

Gi-ain  and  feed  purc'hased  for  feeding  game  

Adverti.sing  the  closing  of  counties,  and  tlie  setting 
aside  of  certain  streams  within  the  game  preserves 

as  nursery  streams,  etc 

Bounties  paid  on  dogs  killed  while  chasing  deer 

Attorney  fees  

Postage  

Purchase  and  upkeep  of  automobiles  owned  b.v  the  Depart- 
ment and  upkeep  of  motor-boats,  


Pure-base  of  Lands: 

Bradford  Co.,  Preserve  No.  12  ....  $18,7.32,25 

Bedford  & Cambria  Cos.,  Preserve 

No.  26  22,072.67 

Elk  & Warren  Cos.,  I’reserve  No.  28  22,856.67 

I'.’arren  County,  Presrve  No.  29  . . 21.837.53 


Badges  for  Special  Deputy  Game  Protectors,  

Cost  of  physical  exranination  of  officers  

Cost  of  tabulation  of  Hunters’  Reports  of  Game  killed 
during  open  season,  1920  (This  includes  $220.00 

worth  of  cards  on  'hand  for  1921)  

Compilation  of  1921  Game,  Fish  and  Forest  law  pam- 
phlets   

Miscellaneous  


$ 720,948.74 


$ 146,673.08 
8.3,571.10 

.30,0.59.47 

27,0.32.17 


20,768.43 


.30,405.38* 

189.98 

62.349.27 

1,8.59.99 

16,326.57 

5,144  ..59 


.589.91 

12.5.00 

972.90 

1,266.55 

12,917.50 


85,499.12 

140.00 

50.00 


532..56 

100.00 

1,014.83  527,588.40 


B.alance  •T’ 

Money  in  bank 

Balance  in  this  fund  November  30,  1921 

34 


$ 194,166.64 


*This  item  includes  title  examinations,  preparations  of 
deeds  and  complete  surveys  on  tracts  being  purchased 
in  Jefferson  and  McKean  Counties,  also  practically  all 
expenses  in  connection  witj  new  preserve  in  Elk  County 
purchased  during  1920. 

BOUNTY  FUND 


Balanco  in  Bounty  Fund  on  December  1,  1920 $ 412,727.78 

DEPOSITS : 

One-half  net  revenus  from  Hunter’s  Licenses  deposited 

in  this  fund  during  fiscal  year $ 219,295.75 

Portion  of  penalties,  costs,  etc.,  deposited  with  this  fund  17,651.88 
Eevenue  from  salvaged  skins  sold  to  fur  companies  ....  2,092.69 

Re-deposits  of  checks  sent  out  by  Bounty  Division  and 

returned  undelivered  316.00 

Re-deposits  of  checks  written  in  error 24.00 


Total 


DISBURSEMENTS : 

Bounties  from  December  1st,  1920,  to  November  30. 
1921,  inclusive,  per  detailed  list  attached  to  this 

report  

Salaries,  employes  of  Bounty  Division 

Postage  

Miscellaneous  equipment  for  use  of  Bounty  Division  . . 


$ 128,299.50 
6,835.00 
2,606.26 
22.75 


Balance  

Transferred  form  Bounty  Fund  to  Game  Protection 
and  Propagating  Fund,  and  included  in  the  disburse- 
ments from  the  Game  Protection  and  Propagating 
Fund  

Net  balance  in  Bounty  Fund  Nov.  30,  1921  

Money  in  bank  (Per  checking  account  of  Bounty  Division)  . . 

Total  unexpended  balance  in  Bounty  Fund  November  30,  1921 


NOTE : Because  of  vouchers,  etc.,  in  course  of  settle- 
ment the  difference  between  the  balances  shown  on  our 
books  and  balances  shown  on  the  books  of  the  State 
Treasury  Department  will  vary  slightly  from  time  to 
time. 


QUARTERLY  STATEMENT 


December  1st,  1920  to  February  28th,  1921. 

DR. 


To  balances  in  bank  at  close  of  last  quarter 3,183.58 

To  warrants  on  appropriation 61,000.00 

To  warrants — Direct  Requisition  37,340.70 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected 17,167.28 

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold  173.85 

To  proceeds  of  Taxidermists’  licenses  69.00 

To  proceeds  of  Propagating  licenses 9.(X) 

To  proceeds  of  Ferret  Owners’  licenses  25.00 

To  proceeds  of  Special  licenses 2.00 

To  proceeds  of  Ordinary  licenses  1.00 

To  proceeds  of  Non-Resident  licenses 50.00 


*Of  tliis  balance  in  the  Bounty  Fund,  approximately 
$20,000.00  will  be  used  to  purchase  lands  under  con- 
tract for  game  refuge  purposes  during  the  coming  fiscal 
year. 


239,380.32 


$ 652,108.10 


137,763.51 


$ 514,344.59 


362,248.85 


$ 152,095.74 
7,717.50 


$159,813.24* 


$ 119,021.41 
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OR. 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury 17,497.13 

By  expenses  during  quarter  100.299.76  117,796.89 


Balance  March  1st,  1921  $ 1,224.52 

March  1st,  1921  to  May  31st,  1921. 

DR. 

To  balances  in  bank  at  close  of  last  quarter  1,224.52 

To  warrants  on  appropriation  37,000.00 

To  warrants — -Direct  Requisition 37,539.14 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected 15,495.32 

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold 221.50 

To  proceeds  of  Taxidermists’  licenses  21.00 

To  proceeds  of  propagating  licenses  10.00 

To  proceeds  of  Ferret  Owners’  licenses  16.00 

To  proceeds  of  Ferret  Breeders’  licenses 25.00 

To  proceeds  of  Special  licenses  8.00 

To  proceeds  of  Ordinary  licenses  4.00  $ 91,564.48- 


CR. 

By  Deposits  in  State  Treasury  15,800.82 

By  expenses  during  quarter  74,657.93  90,458.75 


Balance  June  1st,  1921  $ 1,105.75^ 

June  1st  1921  to  August  31st,  1921. 

DR. 

To  balances  in  bank  at  close  of  last  quarter 1,105.73 

To  warrants  on  appropriation  37,000.00 

To  warrants — ^Direct  R^uisition,  6, ^1.26 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected,  15,816.97 

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold,  286.35 

To  proceeds  of  Taxidermists’  licenses 18.00 

To  proceeds  of  Propagating  licenses,  1.00 

To  proceeds  of  Ferret  Owners’  licenses 24.00 

To  proceeds  of  Non-Resident  licenses,  10.00  $ 60,643.31 


CR. 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury,  16,156.32 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  41,279.11  57,435.43 


Balance,  September  1st,  1921  3,207.88 


September  1st,  1921  to  November  30th,  1921. 

DR. 

To  balances  in  bank  at  close  of  last  quarter 3,207.88 

To  warrants  on  appropriation  35,000.00 

To  warrants — Direct  Requisition  15,845.46 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected  21,464.77 

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold  282.75 

To  proceeds  of  Taxidermists’  licenses  73.00 

To  proceeds  of  Propagating  licenses  10.00 

To  proceeds  of  Ferret  Owners’  licenses  30.00 

To  proceeds  of  Ferret  Breeders’  licenses 50.00 

To  proceeds  of  Ordinary  licenses  1.00 

To  proceeds  of  Non-Resident  Hunter’s  licenses  590.00  $ 76,554.86 


CR. 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury 22,501.52 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  53,247.04  75,748.56 


Balance  in  Bank,  December  1st,  1921  $ 806.30 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SETH  E.  GORDON, 
Secretary,  Game  Commission. 
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ADDENDUM. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Januarv  o, 

In  addition  to  data  contained  in  the  annual  report,  below  is  given 
information  I’elative  to  game  killed,  hunting  accidents,  licenses  is- 
sued, etc.,  which  data  has  been  compiled  since  the  preparation  of  the 
report  to  the  Game  Commission.  A complete  tabulation  of  reports 
from  sportsmen  on  game  killed,  as  well  as  the  dual  checking  of  reports 
covering  the  issuance  of  licenses,  will  probably  change  somewhat  the 
figures  below  given.  According  to  information  already  in  hand  the 
figures  on  game  killed  are  fairly  accurate. 


GAME  SEASON  OF  1921. 


Number 

Kind 

Estimated 
Weight 
of  Each 

Total  Weight 

4,840  Deer, 

Spike  bucks  — 

2 points  to  one  antler,  

639 

796 

130  lbs. 

629,200  Ibs 

( 

510  Bears. 

3 ” ” ” ■’  - - - 

4 ” ” ” ” and  larger.. 

12W8 

2157 

200  ” 

102.000  ” 

3,600,000  Babbits.  

500,000  Squirrels,  

34,200  Eaccoons,  

4.®4  Wild  Turkeys,  

Sffi.OOO  Buffed'  Grouse,  

15,400  Bing-neck  Pheasants,  

49,885  Virginia  quail,  

600  Hungarian  quail,  or  partridge, 

35,250  Woodcock,  

40,780  Wild  waterfowl,  


2 
1 
9 
12 
1 % 
2% 
6 

10 


3 lbs. 


7,200,000 

600,000 

307,800 

ffi,848 

487,500 

42,350 

18,708 

313 

13,218 

140,340 


Total  weight.  9,497,277  ” 

Seduced  to  tons,  equals  4,749  tons 


The  above  does  not  include  22.000  shore  birds  of  various  kinds  nor  about  2M,000  black 
birds  reported  killed.  There  were  also  68  male  fawns  and  213  doe  daer  illegally  killed  during 
the  season. 

*21  counties  closed. 


HUNTING  .ACCIDENTS 

1915  1916  1917  1918  1919  1920  1921 


Fatal  accidents,  29  30  26  19  35  43  29 

Non-fatal  accidents,  119  102  75  48  128  85  130 


IS  fatalities  (62%)  and  4.3  accidents  not  fatal  (33%)  were  self  inflicted.  2 fatalities 
( 7 % ) occured  through  being  mistaken  for  game,  one  for  a bear,  and  the  other  for  a raccoon,  while 
4 persons  (3%)  were  slightly  injured  In  mistake  for  wild  creatures.  9 persons  (31%)  were 
killed  and  83  wounded  (64%)  through  (firearms  accidentally  or  carelessly  discharged  by  others. 


HUNTING  LICENSES  ISSUED 


1916 

1918 

1917 

1908 

1919 

19S0 

1921 

Besldent,  

Non-resident,  

262,355 

532 

290,422 

662 

315,474 

588 

311 .290 
478 

401,130 

1,128 

432,240 

1,725 

462,371 

1,761 

Respectfully  submitted. 


SETH  E,  GORDON, 

Secretary,  Game  Comminsion. 
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